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—Dr. Joginder Singh J.P., Birmingham, England. 


“We highly recommend these books to those who want to learn or teach Sikhism 
and Sikh Philosophy.” 





—Gurdwara Guru Ramdas, Singh Sabha, Birmingham, England. 


Namdhari Elibrary Namdhari€ library@qmail.com 


BED TIME STORIES-5 


(GURU ANGAD DEV JI, GURU AMAR DASS JI AND GURU RAM DASS JI} 
(ag nore Se at, ag we GHA at, TT THE at) 


Santokh Singh Jagdev 


SIKH MISSIONARY RESOURCE CENTRE 
BIRMINGHAM (ENGLAND) 


WWW.SIKHBOOKCLUB.COM Page 4 


Namdhari Elibrary Namdhari€ library@qmail.com 


All rights reserved 
Copyright S.S. Jagdev 


Bed Time Stories - 5 


ISBN 1 872580 24 6 


First Edition 1995 
Reprint : 2011 


Price : Rs. 80-00 


Published by : 
SIKH MISSIONARY RESOURCE CENTRE 
346, Green Lane Rd., 

Small Heath, Birmingham 
B9SDR, England. 

Ph.: 021-772-5365 


Distributors : 
SINGH BROTHERS 
Bazar Mai Sewan, Amritsar. 
E-mail : singhbro@vsni.com 


Printers : 
PRINTWELL, 146, Industrial Focal Point, Amritsar. 


WWW.SIKHBOOKCLUB.COM 


Namdhari Elibrary Namdhari€ library@ gmail.com 


Page 5 


10. 


11. 


12. 


INDEX 


Og wea Se tas few 


Meeting with Guru Nanak Dev 


. Jan Ut user 


Observance of Order 


. OM St four 


Greatness of God's Word 
org $ Quen 

Lesson to Humayun 
afters ergs 
Colonization of Goindwal 
edt su 

Jealous Ascetic 

aa afs merger 

Merger in God 

Weer ates 

Early Life 

ae-wanat ot stu 

Longing for the Guru 
Aer ot Bars 

Devotion to Service 
aasiet Bet fears 
Opposition for the Guruship 
ote ors 


Tour of Sacred Places 


Namdhari Elibrary Namdhari€ library@qmail.com 


13. werea wR frevfes 

Complaint to Akbar 
14, Faatet Bet uate 

Test for the Guruship 
15, foarer weus 

Extraordinary Childhood 
16. "aes UT HfzaTs 

Respect from Akbar 
17. »ifigans ot atu duet 

Laying Foundation of Amritsar 
18. stew et use Ter 

Appearance of Holy Spot 
19, Aaibat ars eT 

Discussion with Saints 
20, 30 et TH 

Misapprehension of Ascetic 
21. fares ot de 

Limitless Courtesy 


Namdhari Elibrary Namdhari€ library@qmail.com 


45 
47 
49 
50 
51 
53 
55 
56 
37 
59 
61 
62 
63 
65 
67 
68 
69 
n 


Foreword 


While reading Bed Time Stories-2, you must have noticed that during the 
days of Guru Nanak. public was blindly following selfish religious leaders who 
had only their own interest in view. The people did without questioning, 
everything that the religious leaders wanted them to do. Animal and human 
sacrifices were given to please gods of stone. To enjoy the comforts of heaven 
in the next world people met their death by getting themselves sawed or getting 
crushed under the wheels of the sacred chariot. 

Guru Nanak Dev saw that people performed rituals and followed customs 
as guided by selfish religious leaders due to ignorance. As long as they are 
illiterate, the people cannot be brought on the right path. Before Illiteracy was 
removed, it was essential to remove the misconception from the minds of the 
people that attainment of knowledge was not the sole-right of Brahmins, Brahmin 
Manu, by dividing soclety into four castes, had given only Brahmins the right 
to get education. A long time was necessary to remove this misconception and 
illiteracy. Before his merger into the Supreme Being, Guru Nanak Dev entrusted 
this responsibility to one of his disciples, Bhai Lehna. 

In Bed Time Stories-5, you will see that as the people gave up false rituals 
and became the Guru's Sikhs on account of preaching of the Guru's successors, 
Guru Angad Dev, Guru Amar Dass and Guru Ram Dass, the Brahmins and Qazis 
were progressively becoming opponents of the Guru's institution. 

Listening to complaints by Brahmins and Qazis, the king Jahangir martyred 
Guru Arjan Dev after inhuman torture, on the 30th May, 1606. Before his 
departure (o Lahore, Guru Arjan Dev had entrusted the responsibility of 
continuing the preaching of Guru Nanak's thought to his son Hargobind. You 
will read about his life in Bed Time Stories-6 that how he transformed Sikhs into 
Saint-Soldiers. 


S. S. Jagdev 
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Gg sag ee at oe foo 


ag vere Se ate way 31 Was, 1504 einet § fis WS et nee, ret og 
at S we Shea) Ogi & at wear fut 3 ‘Bfaer afi! at S fust Sat ud-fau 
We 3 fedaua & wan & weraet no | fen set Oa at ofu|et Ht $ Cet fefenr fest 
Vest wot at he feu Gai ot wet, uge fils feu whet utet at ove aa fest aet 
wag © nfo ae fis HS ot nefe Ga fers Gat S fusr S 1524 eet fea 
uge wa fee vas aa Bet! 

ret eg He at aud Set S gars wa! va WS Gu fs & Bat $ ow BS SHS 
Sat We Fa 1526 Binet few fust 3 Sats T Hr] AUS’, At Bfs|et ats fis afont 
SUAS B a we ag ae fest Tet Hu, ug fils S afore war, ag waa Be 
vit eo fits Ht! 1532 erat fea Ht Bfoe ats wet Ho wi ufsst edt ag aT 
Se at @ nee Fe 1 At ofoe Ate HS fee »mruet dot fes UM ot frees 3 HEE 
wg ad Te! Gat acres wT a ag woe Se Ht S eons aes wT BAe aa far! 

Ht Bfoer Ft, 1532 binet few Set S vanat wet Ale Te agsaua gai Ga Us 
Webut dh, Wat Gus neva TS ag ose Se at S eons aes Bet aru fz 
Js § WS ues nid Cat § ag waa Ue At ist F em G9, fils Sw § wie fs 
ud Ht Bfuet at S Cat uit ag aaa Se at St UMTS & oA Ufen | ag woe 
Se Ata faor, “SH Ae fe fre or are t St Gn coer fee rer D1” ag Baa 
Se tS vars 8 een nid Un & Ht Bfeer at fac, “get Wat fen fas 
ores a9 & fen eae out nies vs WS” 

Ht ofoet at a nies a a Shor fa Unee et ane fewGe ear dt Gn atet 
Gus farms Ht At Sfset At He 2a a fea uA Bo ae 3 Hee Sa fa Net fea 
35 HA ast Gus ome at 3 ag waa Ce at des Hs! feat et feo SF 
ae Ht Bfuet Ht S ag Soa Se AS Ufew, “eet Sr ot at 32” Ht Bfa|er Ht 
3 aa fer, “He at afer 3 3 fils 3 Sat we pe Sat S38 a wT far Tt” ag 
wit 3 faur, “oret afoe, 3 Set 3 3 not Ser 71 fen vabr @ Set-Ses fan UT 
8 & fds us, Gn waa FAS asst Aset 31” At ofset HtS ag He WES FE 
& Seto carat & fimrs ua FSS farra fest Gat} ae ore wa G afo fer, 
“RS Sat owe Tt Sa adl ah Fas AS ote At fis fami” 
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ag aaa ee rt are fey Meeting with Guru Nanak Dev 





Meeting with Guru Nanak Dev 


Guru Angad Dev was born on the 31st March, 1504 A.D., at village Matte- 
di-Sarai. His father's name was Bhai Pheru Mall. He was named 'Lehna’ by 
his parents. His father was well educated and was the treasurer of the governor 
of Ferozepur at that time. So Bha! Pheru Mall gave Sri Lehna a good education. 
He was married to Bibi Kheivi in village Khadur when he was fifteen. The village 
Matte-di-Sarai was destroyed during the invasion of Babar. In 1524 A.D., his 
father moved to Khadur and opened a shop there. 

Bhai Pheru Mall was a devotee of Vaishno Devi. He used to visit the Devi 
every year, taking the other devotees of his village along with him. After the 
death of his father in 1526 A.D., Sri Lehna started to lead the villagers to the 
Devi. Bhai Jodh, a resident of village Khadur was a Sikh (disciple) of Guru 
Nanak Dev. In 1532 A.D., Sri Lehna heard from him the hymns of Guru Nanak 
Dev for the first time. Sri Lehna was greatly impressed by the hymns in praise 
of God in his own language. He decided to go to Kartarpur for an audience 
with Guru Nanak Dev. 

In 1532 A.D., on his next visit to the Devi, Sri Lehna broke his journey 
at Kartarpur. Having informed his party, he rode towards the village for an 
audience with Guru Nanak Dev. On his way, he met Guru Nanak Dev who 
was returning from the fields to the village. Si Lehna asked him the way to 
the Dharamsala (inn) where Guru Nanak Dev held the meetings. Guru Nanak 
Dev said. "Please follow me. [ am also going there." When they reached the 
door of the Dharamsala, Guru Nanak Dev said to Sri Lehna, “Please fasten 
your mare to that stake and go in through that door.” 

On entering, Sri Lehna saw that the one who had shown him the way, 
adorned the seat of the preceptor. Sri Lehna paid obeisance and sat on one 
side thinking, “It was my fault that I was riding and the Guru was walking.” 
While he was stil! engrossed in these thoughts, Guru Nanak Dev asked him, 
“Brother. what ts your name ?” Sri Lehna replied, "My name is Lehna and | 
am leading the party of my villagers to the Devi.” The Guru said, “Brother 
Lehna, you are to take (Laina in Panjabi) and I am to give (Dena). It is better 
to serve that Lord from whom the gods and goddesses of this world beg to 
fulfil the demands of their devotees.” On hearing these words from the Guru, 
Sri Lehna gave up the visit to the Devi. He told his villagers, "I no longer need 
to go to the goddess. I have found all! that I want." 
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ToaH et user 

Wt afve at, ag saa Se at aus vo a, Set S ana’ § ES fora a, 
WITH atess & nde wes Sa wa feat us ag at 3 Ht Bfo|er ats far, 
“Je amt orué us Stet $ wt a GH wel” ag @ Yau ot weer wae TE Ga 
Ugd SUR VS Te! Sat mruet wars | au mus JS Usa wy B Hu fest aT 
feat ite’, war utet at S Uh, At foe at fre Gus fea ge tus wy a aaTGUT 
§ vs|e wat ss ust aS Gat G fac, “Ht fat ah 4 ad fa Ga Ge Ss 
wITGUS Sz rvs |” nts Ht Bfost at S sa fear, “ani uA an ot agetfemr AT 
Fact 3, ud Ret aut aaeret AT Reet” 

Ht ofost at 3 aeseus Us & ge tt us us at 3 ag at WH Us! feu ws Te, 
feta ag Ft eS Saat (SST acts TES" ad HS! Tg ats Ht Bfe|e HS fre Cis 
fea seta ut us wy & far, “fea is wa 8 v1” Gn acta ot us fed feas ges 
foo At, fan ove At ofs|et ate aS AUS dre 3 ae! was Une Gus wat qatret 
at 3 Ht Sfve ate dre dufant Ye fers ae & for, “gt fer 38 von 2 fe 
Gis avis ut us yas a wre aus de aa FES Ua fat an Ut Beta we fare 
Ser wt” ag rtd fac, “Ht feat & fra Fue gat det saret J Her wea ferGe 
Sus at 31 fegi e AM Gus ane festa Tew 31” wat HSuNt at S AS fom 
aS At Bfoe at S auft 3 Shor st Qu} ane ot aad arfewr) 

Tg WA Ht foe HS He RS Waars 3 Gusts w de TS YS ads Bet 
Oat § fea fea fea vet det got was Hee set fro Ht afore At aH Fee AG 
yal woe Hee ore | fea fea fenas ag a Sun ors Be, ag at d de wer Fea 
ae wet fea ve fear Ht afuet at aee oe & ag tS 2 fea"! Gat feat fea 
yoeat § Weer at ote wet fee wer ate eat eT an fofenr Are Ht 

fea fea ag at & fea Az de fee foo 3 das Ye $ Uw ual fre at Cat 
@ file wre, Gat S Ga Het waa Ht ofuet Ht ST fast ws de F Soe STM WS 
oe! Ht Bfoer at § fits orGer Su ag at S Oat G vfenr, “gH fas act eum 
We, we for wat WS ys Te ys?” Ht Bfaer ats Saa fesr, “He ru ST fast 
Ue aet feaver Sat! Gat S fears ww Gu SUR VS TEI” ag Ht fas, “SI HS 
fea aet se sot fool 3 He fet 3 forr F1” 
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Observance of Order 


Obeying the word of Guru Nanak Dev, Sri Lehna gave up the visit to 
Vaishno Devi and became engrossed in the bliss of recitation at Kartarpur. 
After four days. the Guru asked Sri Lehna, “Please go home and inform your 
family, then you can come back.” Bowing to the command of the Guru he 
returned to Khadur. He entrusted the work of his shop to his eldest son Dasu. 
Alter some days, Sri Lehna informed Mother Khetvi, his wife, and started for 
Kartarpur with a bundle of salt on his head. Mother Kheivi said to him, "Please 
ask some labourer to carry the bundle of salt to Kartarpur." Sri Lehna replied, 
“One can get the work done from a labourer but the service is only performed 
by himself.” 

On reaching Kartarpur. Sri Lehna left the bundle of salt home and went 
to the fields where the Guru was supervising the work. The Guru was getting 
weeds removed from the rice fields. The Guru placed a bundle of weeds on 
Sri Lehna's head and said, “Take it home to the village.” Slush was dripping 
out of the bundle of weeds and Sri Lehna’s new clothes were soiled. On 
reaching home, Mother Sulakhant pointed to the soiled clothes of Sri Lehna 
and said, "You have spoiled the clothes of this gentleman by making him carry 
the bundle on his head. You should have sent the weed through some 
labourer.” The Guru said, "I have placed on his head the bundle, showing the 
path of truth to the people gone astray. It is not slush but saffron that has 
been sprayed on his garments.” When Mother Sulakhani observed his 
garments again, she beheld saffron. 

To remove the difference in feeling, due to caste and social status from 
the mind of Sri Lehna, one day the Guru asked him to throw out a dead rat. 
Immediately, on hearing the command, Sri Lehna threw the rat out. On 
another day, while returning after bathing, the Guru threw the mug he was 
carrying, in dirty water. Sri Lehna took it out and handed tt over to the Guru. 
In those days. the job of throwing away the dead or entering in the dirty water 
was thought to be the work of the poor and out-casts. 

One day the Guru took a heavy stick in his hand and walked towards 
the forest. He hit everyone who tried to follow him. All except Sri Lehna turned 
back for fear of being beaten. When Sri Lehna kept on following, the Guru 
asked him, "Why are you not going back when all others have returned ?” Sri 
Lehna replied, “I have no one to rely upon except you. They have their shelters 
so they have gone back.” The Guru said, "Now there is no difference between 
you and me. You have become part of me.” 
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SM St HfoHt 


Ug waa Se HS 2 Asus, 1539 Stet S wu Fea sive aH, rae, wry|et 
rial der & Cat vid Her ea fea S wat wet has § St ag vise Se Ht vrai fre 
fase set orfamr atat | fen agi ag aaa Se TS meu file S Qaaiet at feted 
3 oe Ht muet set det wet 3 de saat at fectet atst wet ot tet Fu fest 
Og ware ee at Suge eum wr a fit & ues aes & gan aa fer faGfa Gn 
feara 3 Ug, ose fea en a Fi 3a SG fig Ten faorar a YAH Bel TTT AS | 

ag viare Se at fak OR fast oust gor eH ga BS TEL By HTS Eat Ss 
ot det ters sarfenr 3 a ot det Afar ats | fie tars ag & wana’ Bet aesGUT 
wnat, ua ag @ vans oe Gus est fon 3X eum ves wet Seid fet 
ag at gaa ae nfsay @ eons o de wes fast fea Bat ays eu atl fie 
Sww ve at wn wo ag at S uae aes ot asst att or er at tet § ow 
8 a uga Un ae 

wel gant 8 HS ue Fer Ft S Ta fittst S oS Shor st Ga Gat $ and few 
wv frat) ene ger at & wet soet § ag vive Se at wed Ufemr ot Gu fat Tu 
oa oot) eer wer At ay are far ag At Gre we Aa! qt wet soet S wa Un 
Wee atesa ag ae fea) wae et men He & ag at ries gu a & He Aa! Go 
Qs a wus wr ae 3 Hast vans ad a fare 3 reba | ane Fer Ft S Gost att, 
“om & fen agt gu a Boe ae fast $ vu ferGe wor act da one sot rer) 
fen sgt Qu fenrae Fett aretot ys | mu Hast § wana Ve Fs Que s a Cae 
$ fifa ons wQ” 

‘Og ore Se at S arr Yer at ut dost uss as G, vss 3 hue fist S fears 
fea Get at Su at Fa aa fons Qu at Hast wana Bet Yas Bait! Hea J HM 
@ ties 3 alesse Ue Sati ude Sa ease Stam | ag At 3 ais eS 2 tes 
a mrust firs orn un @ fist & dfeont § upCer ag as fest Gat $ nrus Tet 
arfed fou & fs, fafa Cat feat feu srd mm aot HB, Sat dat are ct fous 
WS | ott ufos 3 tes F ufvst, Hast S ns-usweS J Hdled SeanSt Bet gua 
aes 3 ds tat fer Ge as fea S det He aes w 3 foes aos w AEG fe! 
mmune fes we dee afee! net Hors Ubet sastst yee 3 ys aus ot afm 
wae! 
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Greatness of God's Word 


On the 2nd September, 1539 A.D., Guru Nanak Dev declared his devotee 
Lehna, (Angad) his own part, and paid obeisance to him. He also called upon 
the rest of the congregation to bow before Guru Angad Dev. In this way, Guru 
Nanak Dev entrusted the responsibility to lead the Sikhs, to his disciple. 
Simultaneously, he handed over the book (Pothi) containing hymns composed 
by him and verses of other saints collected by him. He asked Guru Angad 
Dev to return to Khadur and preach tenets of Sikhism as the villagers of that 
area were shunning the Hindu faith and embracing Islam out of fear or 
temptation. 

Guru Angad Dev went to his aunt's house at Khadur without informing 
anyone. He did not hold any recital or any congregation for some months. Sikh 
devotees would come to Kartarpur for an audience with the Guru but returned 
disheartened on not finding him there. Six months passed in this way. This 
caused great unrest among the devotees. One day Sikhs requested Baba 
Budha to reveal the Guru to them. Baba Budha took the devotees with him 
to Khadur. 

When aunt Bharai saw Baba Budha and other Sikhs coming, she came 
forward to meet them. When Baba Budha asked her about Guru Angad Dev, 
she said nothing. Baba Budha understood that the Guru was at her home. 
Reaching there, they started a recital of the holy word. Hearing the recital, 
the Guru came outside and the Sikhs were delighted to behold their Guru. 
Baba Budha requested the Guru, “There is no one who can guide the Sikhs 
if you keep on hiding like this. They are getting agitated. Please give audience 
lo the devotees and guide them to the right path.” 

Guru Angad Dev acceded to his request and selecting an elevated site 
between the villages of Khadur and Sanghar. he set up a dwelling there. 
Devotees started assembling there for audience. Congregations and recitals 
began to be held in the morning and evening. Community kitchen was also 
started round the clock. The Guru started teaching the children of the 
surrounding villages after the morning congregation. He used to write primers 
for the children with his own hands because there were no printing presses 
at that time. Before the evening congregation. he organised wrestling and other 
sports for entertainments and body fitness of the devotees. He advised 
everyone to do practical service and honest labour. He himself always twisted 
string used for weaving cots. He used to listen to the problems of the devotees 
and advised solutions. 
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20 mis, 1526 tinet &, wea 3 feaod Sut § us 2 flenss STA TAS 
ata! 26 ered, 1530 east § On Ut ora fea ta To aeti Gn fils Gre Yar 
use org werrg ufen| 17 wet, 1540 etnet 4, feed Sut 3 fea sade AA 
we @ Use He ws 3 ade HOM Gus, Org ust eet we fest S ou frenas 
@ wend we Go DG rust ws awe set wad F ode Vs FA Sf 

org $ unve Un & fiers orfenr for Gre fust was 3, ag saa 3 faw At 
fa Qn hot Ha uns fiers Gus oH aanaint | Tg aoa S ad Te wes FS 
fag 3 ad He, Fe fa Qret om Gat ot URS At) fener fase aes Bet QRS mus 
wate $ Ufenr, “ote ae ag aaa ot alt Gus ae 3?” Grd Osa fer, “Ag vie 
Se at os) Oat & sa efor fen & iat ug fis 3 33 31” 

DU, wate § os B a ay vise Se at Se Sa Un farr Cn WY Og FE fort 
Suge ad AS DG a a war F farm ag at ores fomrs fea Sat TB, Her 
Supe adi Oat arg 2 Gz Ye set Caw fers ar fear! DG § fea 2u 
@ aga ar orfemr | Grd fea Fe 2 fa ag at d Gre Ge ot det ye ad att, 
Qué ag rt} was cas & HS We fom) wus ua Ut Teor Uat aos BEt THT 
Fe finns fest goes dee Sfomr ot ag at 4 fac, “org, fea Sat goes OS 
fra wt ae gfe ws wit wa we a Sf At Je Z satat Gus saes wT 
nruet woredt feu for Ji we 3 Ga uA sa a dH for At a OS He ws G sBST 
faQ at feuret 2” 

Og at wit Heb eb Fe SF DG ays Hoffer Teor Grd da Aa a ag 
Fh nid Gast atch, “He wit Fs 3 get) wu ye ST gud 3 AS re ae fe@ 
Hoary & wit Use orfent fa ag asa de at 3 He fust $ Ae yRSt wT oA fest 
Ai, ua feu was yor faG de Sar 3?” ag at 3 far, “Ae sa wens fears age" 
tae Ja Gre oH oa afer afer 31 33 wt set Bfearrst Tet eal, frm was 
ao om vier fam Ad Je eS of ager si 3s TH Ve Tt fs wre dt, 
us ve 3 en eters vier a Fe fea S ser St 3g oH fre Fea” Vest 
Wet fis 22 9s, 1555 tinet § Ora fee fienss & wens efeor! Tg ssa 
Ge HS ag vise Se He aus HS GI 
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Lesson to Humayun 


Babar had acquired the kingdom of India by defeating Ibrahim Lodhi on 
the 20th April. 1526 A.D. He died at Agra on the 26th December, 1530 A.D., 
and his eldest son Humayun succeeded him. Sher Khan, a general of Ibrahim 
Lodhi, gave a humiliating defeat to Humayun at Kannauj on the 17th May, 
1540 A.D.. and assumed the Kingdom of India. Humayun ran from Agra 
towards Lahore for his life. 

On reaching Panjab, it occured to him that Guru Nanak had said to his 
father, "Seven generations of yours shall rule India.” Why were the words of 
Guru Nanak not coming true, while it was only his second generation. To clear 
his doubt, he asked his minister. "Who is on the seat of Guru Nanak ?" He 
replied, "Guru Angad Dev has succeeded him. His abode is near village Khadur 
beyond the river Beas.” 

Taking his minister alongwith him, Humayun reached the abode of Guru 
Angad Dev. The Guru was teaching the children at that time. Humayun went 
and stood there. The Guru remained engrossed in teaching the children. He 
did not pay any particular attention lo the arrival of Humayun. Hamayun felt 
enraged at this. Thinking that the Guru had taken no notice of him, he made 
up his mind to murder him. When Humayun started to pull his sword out 
of the scabbard to fulfil his desire. the Guru said, "Humayun ! where was this 
sword of yours when you suffered defeat at the hands of Sher Khan and ran 
away ? Now you are showing your bravery by weilding it on hermits. Why didn't 
you show your sword to Sher Khan when you were running away from him 
out of fear ?" 

Humayun was greatly ashamed on hearing the truth from the Guru. He 
entreated with folded hands before the Guru, “I have made a mistake. You 
are the embodiment of God. Please forgive me. | had come to ask you that 
Guru Nanak had bestowed upon my father. the rule of India for seven 
generations. Why are his words proving false ?" The Guru said. “As long as 
a king rules with justice, his reign lasts. You must have committed some 
injustice which has resulted in your dethronement. Had you not lifted your 
sword just now. you would have got your kingdom back right-away but go 
back to Iran now. You will get your kingdom when you return again.” On the 
22nd June, 1555 A.D.. after fifteen years, Humayun became the king of India 
again. The words of Guru Nanak and Guru Angad Dev were fulfilled. 
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diftees saat 

ag mare Se at S ufos’, Qu fear PE afters sare 2, frogs an Ht On 
ais & wed diféer Uadt wt Gad sue apeat et ore few Gx mits “3 fea 
fis Ge ot aet eet afm atst Gwe wdtlat Ong Gn. wap fee fea wa sa at 
we@e fer we dee wa wet dat Grse 3t Gu TS G ay BeUH § rs for 
4 Qn oe aut wa We 3 He ay Gira WE | Ore Retat fls few HAUG att Ste 
Ht fa os S sw a SiS Shot Seat wa AS Us! HS 3 Sa ow a, a Ft 
un aga Wo Gast att, “ag A, HF ruet mits 3 fis ere of ual afar 
ad Shane of ua FE Rota HS fess St info ust aot Te FES) meu fue are & iat 
nee aa Yt wy & Bet Fed UMS ufusi weet Siar” 

ag tt 8 dfee ft aaat uss aa & om SS Use wy § GES ow WE Bet 
faa! Gra Ose fest, “fus at, mat uga ot ota ot ont ferret fils err a at Ser 
a? ag wv ats fee Gad we & ag Ftd Ge Usa BY S Ufen! Gnd Esa fer, 
“furs at, fend farsera feng fis erGe aot fFS1 mnt fegt 2 wag varfamt fea 
fa nreté ?” Sai use? & atu few Gs frase fle, ag At 3 Aton oH ATS 
ge a we out Ufemr! At ns oH At 73 WS S UAT Ho, frost fuss en ferret 
wat 3 ag Ftd feras Bet nfs 28 ‘ag 2 ys’ F fea wet ot ara fooge 
St ie faa aa nal Use rue fusr eo gan ise F Btd ae HAST O Us fit mS 
ay & gan § ata ad aa Hae Ht one eH Ht Tg & aH Hs a TS ww VUE 

ag nore de at 2 yan oe ast Sore Srfer are Sar fees fits Harat Her 
aren we fils ot Grd fea fir we satu | fas fas At one wH at ES 
Safes ae, GA ag ot Ga wes? 3 ada’ wit fis Ot Greet ace Ge far! 
frie Hora § fis ot Grrct acet Su a dfs & wotat ut firs a uet fa Ga ufost 
wig fis ct Gredt fea aet fous uGe, nat Sat or gf fils St Greet fea fut ot 
yee ovat ag ae fest) ust waee Uae 3 ars wee wre file’, Ht one oH 
tugs, ag Ht § Che Tel ag HS oS oad & ot aes St om ngs afters 
afr | Hts oH At G dg at 3 fa fer Ga rust we users aa FT Hifeeers 
8 Ge 3 ude oe difters fed afvel 
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Colonization of Goindwal 


The area where Goindwal town is situated at present, was totally barren 
at Guru Angad Dev's time. Goinda, a Khatri by caste. was the owner of that 
land. He tried many times, to colonize a village in the memory of his forefathers 
in that land. His kin, however, would not allow him to build even a house 
at that place. Whenever Goinda built walls for the construction of a house, 
the kin would come with some hoodlums at night, demolish the walls and 
destroy everything. His kin had propagated in the village that evil spirits came 
at night and demolished Goinda’s walls. In desparation, Goinda went to 
Khadur and prayed to the Guru, “Respected Guru, | have tried very hard to 
colonize a village in my land but my kin are preventing me from fulfilling my 
desire. Please be kind and help me. | shall first get a beautiful Dharamsala 
(inn) constructed for you." 

According to Goinda’s request, the Guru asked his elder son to go with 
Goinda. He replied, “Respected father ! we are very well al Khadur. What shall 
we gain by colonizing his village ?" Getting a negative reply from Datu, the 
Guru asked his younger son Dasu. Dasu replied, "Dear father! his relatives 
are preventing him from colonizing a village. Why should we interfere in their 
family squabbles ?" After both his sons had declined, the Guru called Sri Amar 
Dass and asked if he would go. Sri Amar Dass was an old man of 73 years 
who had been serving the Guru for the lasi ten or eleven years. He used to 
bring water from the well daily before the break of dawn for the Guru to take 
bath. A son may refuse to obey his father but a Sikh cannot refuse his Guru. 
Sri Amar Dass proceeded with Goinda as ordered by the Guru. 

A new town started to emerge with the orders of Guru Angad Dev. Sikh 
devotees began taking part in the construction with a spirit of service. Goinda 
was passing orders to the masons and labourers as directed by Sri Amar Dass. 
Seeing Sikhs engaged in construction of the town, Goinda's kin did not dare 
to obstruct the construction as before. Instead, they started to help the Sikhs 
in the construction. After the construction of a beautiful place of congregation 
and house, Sri Amar Dass wenl to Khadur to inform the Guru. In accordance 
with Goinda's desire. the Guru named the new town as Goindwal. The Guru 
asked Sri Amar Dass to bring his family from Basarke to Goindwal and reside 
there. 
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Stadt sur 


uge fils fee aga AY S, fre oe at w fea mr afer Ati AsSiss w Ga 
nave Ht fen wet Ga fils & Sat § wut ua cis Hae SS At ge S we fniters 
Qne Rea Wa! Gre vast 8 aa Sore, fils @ Sal Ons vs agi S ues Se aE 
ade wal ag vies Se Ht S fis eum ore ae Gret Gur uce Sa Tet! TT 
ate wonat wet rast gs ea SF orGehnt S ag at S St Sit Seve SAE, 
fare Qn ot $ uys gu Jen 

féa wns sonst & da fee Hits fasas a fuer) finiterst obat sHst Fae Sait 1 
Gat § ays faaa diem | Gat fant & feddS 3 a neg atst nS BS to eee 
Bet faut su 4 afar Ese fest, “gas fils fea vie aot 0 reer fata fea fla 
farst dadt for oruet ur ager fer 31 faporat Bet oruet unt aeerGer ays 
Ser uu 31-9 gat Ong fis feo ae Be ot god fils fea ta ear!” BUS 
fae foro Ht, OA agt dt faniterst 5 ag at un wa dH fest! ag Ht 3 Gai 
faut, “A ie fis ese are vita D Hae 3 ot ont fis es & VS BS UTI” Zs Ht 
uge fis 5 Go dws HTS VS TE 

Og are Se aS fils Sfont fas we fea Tae, us vite tet & flew, ot fattest 
fea fedd Jt BU UH Ta Sfore ats! JUS wat Fae fear, “ita Het Het fea 
aot frost Ff amu § ear Ser 31 Ht Agestgs ats Us VE A BTS att uu ga 
oot Semi” at uit fea Hea Fe & fenters Sun aT ad Ho fa ond feu Gat 
Atma oH at fie ae, frua diftees F ag niae Se at S want wet GT we 
WS uge © faites 3 Cat § uty use ot wet avet ert 

Ht one oH at S Cot ot avet we & fau, “SH ag vise Ue at § fla fT 
ae & aga wer an ate 31 yen fous + ufsst ufsst, oft fen at % fam fan 
ag fea 3 & red, C8 Ga ota D arear i” fattest § ota eater ot Gat aT SF 
Gor four 3 nud orué dst fea 8 a we ag ae fea! fam ts fea Qu ad F 
8 & ae Gi fea vita d fer fen ag fantest & five woe aw ai ot its a ant 
Ht ong on at we we aE Ue ot ag At 4 Ogi § far, “oH aera few 
aor od ats A aet or Fe ase I oi Gag mer Set st Gh al! st soe 
weu' 3 fa ont Gx ot dB S rs ag See)” AT ons SH FT S mT Ts Ut rat 
Hat 3 ota oet ae fees ufse & ye atari 
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Jealous Ascetic 


There lived in village Khadur since a long time, an ascetic named Shiv 
Nath. He was a master of sorcery, and hence the people of that village used 
to agree to his every demand. All-the landlords of Khadur were his disciples. 
The people of the village used to offer him all types of things fearing his 
witchcraft. His fame started decreasing with the return of Guru Angad Dev 
to Khadur. Devotees arriving from far and near for the audience with the Guru, 
presented substantial offerings which hurt that ascetic very much. 

One year, the rainy season was totally dry. The farmers’ crops started 
withering. They were greatly upset. They assembled and after deliberations, 
asked the ascetic to cause rain. The ascetic replied, “It cannot rain in your 
village because a householder and Khatri by caste is’ getting himself 
worshipped. It is a great sin for a householder to get worshipped. It will rain 
in your village if you turn him out of it." The farmers went to the Guru and 
told him what the ascetic had said. The Guru told them. “If my leaving the 
village can bring rains, | shall leave it." The Guru left Khadur and went to 
Khan Rajaad. 

When it did not rain for three or four days after Guru Angad Dev had 
leit. the farmers again got together and prayed to the ascetic. He replied, "I 
do not hold the rain in my hand that I may give it to you. I have chanted 
incantations but your sin has not been cleared as yet.” The farmers were 
returning after receiving this reply from the ascetic when they met Sri Amar 
Dass who had come from Goindwal specially for an audience with the Guru. 
The farmers told him in detail, the story of the rain. 

After listening to their tale, Sri Amar Dass said, “It was very bad of you 
to have turned the Guru out of the village. Now. in whichever field you take 
the ascetic before dusk, it will rain there.” The farmers wanted rain. They 
bodily lifted the ascelic and started taking him to their fields. The rain fell 
in the field to which the ascetic was taken. The ascetic lost his life due to 
pulling and pushing by the farmers. When Sri Amar: Dass reached Khan 
Rajaad and met Guru Angad Dev, the Guru said to him. “You have not done 
well by showing a miracle. It is not for us to punish anybody who makes a 
mistake. It is our duty to forgive his mistake.” Sri Amar Dass asked forgiveness 
for his mistake and promised to bear with the will of God. 
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ast Afs mrGer 

29 HES, 1552 Bnet SS fea, whys 2S S cles feu, ge nieve Se At 3 Fast 
3 Sime, “Ft Fat als wre F ufvst qesiet ot feiteat At moe HH At G ty 
ser we TH” Sat feat fee Ht one eH at difdees ot Crd aver TI HS! a 
rniare Se Ht S Usat, He Tectet fea cfoste  fFS we vt was Het St Ogi ays 
BA yare ats ag wt S Oar S mavenr, “der, fea aga Sat Fer 31 fea fritect 
nimu & uit faaret aot Fr Rael fae ag saa Se st S wus Usst } Vs a, fea 
feitterat oud feta fit 3 ut at, fet sgt F Ht one wn at S fen Her St Us Yaw 
2 Ga me &, fea us Oat § yaw far TI” 

ag Ht & fea fie § dfeees aH a A ome SH tS wer foo Ht yO EH 
at} usa Un a usr Sar fa Oat } Toatet fest wr act Ht Gat ag visre Se HT 
ntdt deat atst, “H fea fevers at AS Hevea at afu|e fest we” We As 
garfinn, “Sg da deh ara sat oe four fre fea feltterdh wet-ats far wore 38 1 
fen wet # fea fetirerst oma § Fru four ot” fen hug Ht more eH at 8 ay ET TaN 


-. Hee ot ae fest 


we der rt 3 ag rt 2 afve Cus, 83 aren, ae ot aa & B niet, favat At 
me BH Ht ag Mare Se at S fens wet cH ferrst rs aa a forGe ad Aa! 
ag rare Se Ht S meus det Ht ons SH Ht S fens que 4, fara aa t ruet 
diet Gua faor a, na F ufssi Gait my Ht one eH } Her Ufa, S fea wat Fors 
Sg on UH at tat fre garGe wet orfemr att 3 fau, “feo Her gu Ts | wat 
Bet ary wfont & ag fea si” ag rise Se Ht S So Usat F fast Wet Fars 3 
Og ng wH Ft nia mre win foes, us Uset 3 fea fea § ay Hae SF fesas 
aa fear) Gat ntat fas, “fea teres war wer da ta a & far 31 oat fen > 
Og aot Hs wae)” Uset wit fea wus Fe a ag At Ad SoG was ae fer! 

Og ricre Se Ft Sd qeatet TH fitted Hu se frS Fars? § yaw ater, “Hd Wal 
Hfs mre fire atese agar far far & Aan act aaa!” fea gan aa & fla wea 
8a Be Te S AS Fis Mr ae Sot St Saw ARES GH at tT form, fa BOS 
S wa midi At on oA at ara farrGs mY fasad Aa! 
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Merger in God 


In the morning congregation on the 29th March, 1552 A.D., Guru Angad 
Dev told the devotees; “Before my merger in God, | want to entrust the 
responsibility of leading the Sikhs to Sri Amar Dass.”.Sri Amar Dass was busy 
in the construction of Goindwal at’ that time. When Guru Angad Dev's sons 
heard about the Guruship being bestowed upon one in service of the Guru, 
they showed great resentment. The Guru explained to them, "Sons! this is 
a greal service and you shall not be able to carry out this responsibility. In 
“the way Guru Nanak placed this responsibility on a disciple in preference lo 
his sons, I am placing this burden on him thinking him to be capable of 
carrying it.” 

The Guru sent a Sikh to Goindwal to call Sri Amar Dass. On reaching 
Khadur, Sri Amar Dass came to know that he was being made the Guru. He 
prayed lo Guru Angad Dev, “I am a Sewadar (servant). Let me remain a 
Sewadar.” The Guru said, "I do nol see anyone else who can carry out this 
responsibility properly. As such I am handing over this responsibility lo you." 
Taking it as a command from the Guru, Sri Amar Dass agreed after that. 

At the bidding of the Guru, Baba Budha brought water in the metallic 
pilcher that had been used for eleven years by Sri Amar Dass to carry water 
for the bath of Guru Angad Dev. Guru Angad Dev bathed Sri Amar Dass with 
his own hands, got him ready and made him sit dn the seat of the Guru. After 
that, he himself paid obeisance to Guru Amar Dass first and then asked the 
test of the devotees to bow before him and said, “He is an embodiment of mine. 
From now on he is the Guru of all of you.” All except the two sons of Guru 
Angad Dev. bowed before Guru Amar Dass but the sons refused to accept a 
servant as Guru. They further said. "A servant has usurped our right.” On 
hearing these words from his sons, the Guru turned them out. 

After handing over the responsibility of leading the Sikhs, Guru Angad 
Dev ordered the devotees, "On my merger in God, there should be no mourning 
of any kind. Hold congregation and recite the Word.” After this he lay down 
covering himself with a sheet and merged into the Infinite. His body was 
cremated at the place in front of the house of the'weaver, where Sri Amar Dass 
had slipped while bringing water for his Guru. 
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Hee Alea 

ag Ma A At ST HoH 5 Het, 1479 Binet & fils wHea, fer rifitsns feu 
Sfeor Gat S fust At Sa ots S west Sent at Ha Cai & fusr fils fea totrst 
3 98 ug fe & an age ASI 1503 Bnet fea Gat at wet, Set Fe Uzat aT 
Bat OM da ors Tet Sat ST us S aaa, wer Hus At S wer Haat At ns S Baa’, 
atet sat at S utet wat at 3 Hon far 

Ht ong ern At oud fust et agi fig can S aar-ats § wat naw oe forGe 
Wai Set S Maat wr aU, qanet § us fea-faguea mt ws aaa, Set Sefant ot 
urn, Wwe fes-fagua Ge-ate 8 awa ‘S HaEs, Ogi et ua ga et Su Bfenr Ste 
Ht fuss ats aot & unt a ee tte wet, Go ufvat eat 42 Wat ot Gis fea 
sfegura 3 Ta staat S fens set ae Gn file Cat 4 vs we stoat 2 fenoe 
a Su war fom 1541 Binet fea we Qa featet eat staat & fens ag a SUH 
mt ad At, ot Qu Aaa 2 fad SA Te fils Hos, fag Here" fea vad PHS = 
fenou-ug fee ofad! Ga vufss 28 fea usw Gus Be wren ag gd AS! Hae OT 
Qu wove ut fog Gate vast cnt Hret Cus set 

eed Gone § det chat heret wr arat fara Ht Gad Ht mote &H ATS Sheer, 
“nm vant hat Jeret Cheat us fa ru fan AW SS Hotusy Feat” HS 
ot fen sfeumret o, feren-ue fea ofad Te To wag Pus aga we Ofer) 
Cot feo fea aorect Wu, At ne wH Ht S Sar gars we @ feqt wT Aah we 
far os Gat 2 da ot Ufa wer Ga we sat farr! Ga ufset fart da S da er 
Ufomr wret aot At uter, we ru ot wer & urer Ati US At oe A aT, Hos 
fis 5 us a, ws fea feds os fea ot Ged 3 fea EA & WE fe wa 
fils ua ae 

At oo OH at wn as fea wan ag a, We Sfori* qed WU 6 Ht MMHG 
oH at § Uferr, “mu a ag de 32” afar Ht mn eH at 3 Osa fesr, “Ht ont 
aet gg was aot atari” fea Fag we F ENTS WY Ht on SH at Gus wT 
wer Sfear 3 Gnd faa, “Ht fea faa da ot Ufa uter fo ot Hert frivait 3a 
a ata gu ane 3 forw dot Stae-crae vg fares 3 amet hat ge da Ut tes 
~wersa afer famr” fea afo & gored wu vier fore us Ht one EH TS 
ual fre fea w fori 
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Early Life 


Guru Amar Dass was born on the 5th May, 1479 A.D.., at village Basarke 
in Amritsar district. His father's name was Sri Tej Bhan and mother's Lakhmi. 
His father did some farming and trade. He was married to Ram Kaur, daughter 
of Devi Chand Khatri in 1503 A.D. He had two sons, Baba Mohan and Baba 
Mohri and two daughters, Bibi Bhani and Bibi Dani. 

Like his father, Sri Amar Dass carried on the rituals of the Hindu faith 
with great devotion. It had become part of his daily life to recite Vedic ‘Mantras’, 
give charity to Brahmins, worship of gods and goddesses, celebration of each 
festival and discrimination on account of caste system. Al the age of 42, he 
went for the first time for a holy dip to Hardwar and other holy places to wash 
away the wages of previous sins of his life. After that, he made it a routine 
to go on a pilgrimage every year. In 1541 A.D., when he was returning from 
his 21st pilgrimage, he stayed in the inn of Durga Brahmin on the road side 
village Mehre in district Mulana. He was resting on a bed in the afternoon. 
By chance that Brahmin saw the lines on his feet. 

Durga Brahmin could read the [ate from the lines on the feet. He told Sri 
Amar Dass, "The lines on your feet foretell that you will be a great saint some 
day.” This prophecy of the Brahmin had a great effect on other travellers 
staying in that inn. One celibate ascetic out of them became his companion, 
thinking him to be a saint. The ascetic used to avoid to take food cooked by 
anyone else. He used to cook himself. In the new company, he began to share 
food cooked by Sri Amar Dass. Leaving village Mehre and staying for the nights 
at the same places, the ascetic accompanied Sri Amar Dass to Basarke. 

After staying for a few days with Sri Amar Dass, the ascetic, while taking 
leave asked him, “Who is your guru (spiritual teacher)?" Sri Amar Dass 
replied, "I have not adopted a guru yet.” At this the ascetic was very angry 
with Sri Amar Dass and said, “I have been taking food from one without a 
guru. All the penance of my life has gone waste. All my pilgrimages have 
become fruitless. All my life uptill now has become useless.” Having sald this, 
the celibate ascetic departed but lefl Sri Amar Dass very pensive. 


Namdhari Elibrary Namdhari€ library@qmail.com 


ad-eanoat et shy 
Ht one wn at ove ufsenra F orfenr wu, as fea ofo & we sar as faon 
3 fom! Gre we fre Ht ore wR § ufuRN dfenr fa qoredt wa Her At fa 
UaH & aet Ga Bd, GAs wana mse fas fies waver 31 Sret ua fas ata T Heer 
Ol yas mde Bet wa Tg Ut Bs 0, fas Ie ae-fers fitre set ag Ut Ba Tet 
a1 fen agi S fews Gai S ua feu wat og ter ge a, fan wos Gai $ fea us 
va ot ate a ret) nifis 2S Cai & dat fe fen wae Ut wea ut: 
aeet Gare HS HAST gar ger vie By ue 1 
fa@ fr@ fasg wee fat abr a@ ge act nis aa 
WF HW: 9, we 2, WaT Eto) 
fea flat rena ag visre Se at ot Uset Stet ons ST Ht, fam St Het HT more 
oH rte sata oe as Hold ufsst Tet At we BEE Hes fire, At one oH AT 
3 Oat natant 3 ut ag wes & us wer fom fagt et Ga mee At; faGfa wee 
fara ohme fare 3 far ate 8 aan arama 3s, fayt Gua Ga frrrct-gut nes ons Sai 
He an fous afier 31 vara § feras om Cne Ge ou T WS Us! feaTs 
wife @ Ha & aay Gu wet eit wed HS Ua! Got erdbut FSS Ga fas Sears 
aM, 2, By, aS dave, Un marabat ues 3 Aer sob Us| Gre wu, Gus afes 
@ an aa wd us fen sgt S AS TB nat BI § ag vet fea ga ors AS waar 
do aa fee 31 ag rite § on @ feet 3, fan we Quer ua feast SH ve Wed! 
Hong oH at set fea os est HHas 3S NSH Tet fea uaa Tus Sat ahet 
>a Un Ox Hee we Ufenr Hd fm, “feo nae ag wea Ht Ut get Tet wet 
fe U1 ag owe Se Ht Ast Ffs Mrs FT ufsst wruNl qesiet SF fhe, He 
fusr ag nore Se Ht § itu ae Ha! mindy Ga Fat Tet gaet } ans few ad 
Us 3 Gat & yss-omers uge foe 31” Ht ore SH ATS Utet mid § avs fam 
3 uge whe un a ag riare Se Ate vost Gug Ain us & dat att, “Hd Gus 
four agi Ag mus fit der wei” Og viare Se Ht S Ht on EH ATS wets 
Ba Bar fos, Gn mt Gat ct Oxa 62 Hat St Ati Sat at Sat Ga 3 wet & oa 
Bae was fit wes aes fea det gavee at wet On fea F at Gat mruet Fat 
wa w we fama a, Ja we wet Ut he avat wg ae fest 3 ua wet § ye" 
ae ME BT! 
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Longing for the Guru 


The celibate ascetic, who accompanied Sri Amar Dass from Hardwar, after 
staying for some days at Basarke, went away greatly disappointed. Afler his 
departure Sri Amar Dass felt, "The ascetic was right. A person who has no 
guru, cannot get spiritual bliss and his mind cannot attain peace. For 
complete bliss, one needs a spiritual guru just as one needs a teacher to learn 
other things." Thoughts like this kept on rising in his mind throughout the 
night due to which he could not get a wink of sleep. Early in the moming, 

he heard this hymn being sung: ‘ 
Actions are the paper, the mind the ink. 
On this paper are recorded deeds good or bad. 
We move as guided by our actions. 
Endless are the qualities O' Lord. 
(Raag Man: M.1. p. 990} 


This sweet voice was that of Bibi Amro, daughter of Guru Angad Dev, who 
had been married to the nephew of Sri Amar Dass a few months ago. After 
stenting (o the whole hymn, Sri Amar Dass decided to adopt that great man 
his guru who had composed that hymn, because in the hymn, it states that 
the deeds of a man are sheets of paper on which he writes good or bad words 
with the ink of his mind. By forgetting God his virtues are destroyed. Actions 
for the love of wealth become his shackles. How can he be [ree from those 
shackles ? Five fires namely lust, anger, greed, attachment and pride are 
consuming the mind. His sins are acting like charcoal on it. The guru can 
convert this burnt mind like tron into gold with a mere touch. The guru gives 
him the Word (Formula) by which his mind is weared away from misdeeds. 

Sri Amar Dass waited impatiently for the dawn. At day break, he asked 
Bibi Amro about that hymn. She told him, "This hymn was composed by Guru 
Nanak Dev. Before his merger in God, he had entrusted the responsibility of 
guiding the Sikhs to my father, Guru Angad Dev. He is showing the true path 
to the people gone astray and his headquarter is at Khadur.” Sri Amar Dass 
took Bibi Amro with him. On reaching there, he placed his head at the feet 
of Guru Angad Dev and prayed, "Please be kind and accept me as your 
disciple." Guru Angad Dev bestowed upon him the awareness of the holy word. 
Sri Amar Dass was 62 at that time. His old age was no deterrent to his giving 
away to the holy word and becoming a Sikh. From that day on he shunned 
the pride of his high caste, started serving everyone who came there and began 
thinking everyone to be his brother. 
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Het Ut Bae 

Ht ong oH at ufsat ect, 62 Het et Gu fea wee Wfos wre) ag risTe Ze. 
Fite wos aa 4, Oat $ rue ag wes aaa file, ug foe gg-us fea dt afte 
Ba Gat Shor fa ag ats vans aes mret Fas US oy Het HSS Set Ht, 
for § afoe vt Sa sot Atl Get Sas S WS Wass We TEs Ba HET! Set Hos 
feo Saat ae & foorGe wt et Sara 8 EA Hawes age Sat ater wt At ye 
oH Ft 3, wel Ha GABE 3 Gast ae 4, Sars Bet AS forrG| Ht Ae Hers Bet! 
fan fea ¥ Ht na TH at 3 vars fea ao & Sars sae Hy ate", GA fea F Gat 
us fea Gu-ate & gan 3 Uadt Je & we faas for mt fie Pus Cat 
Bad & ys gS HinS Ut Ae avat nag aa fest 3 we ws wel yea 3 UGS | 
rifsmmm muer fom 

Ht one eH at efamret farfaor 3 fara & fea uss fe St ag? ag-we et 
rer aaa fee de we! Gat ag at set rife 28 3 fens Bel, Ty ST ST wet 
a arae fore o frites A tars Bet Oat § ag-we Ut fie aafent eH farrat 
WS Ute Te! 1552 tnet fea we Sa at Ge 73 Wat St at, fea fea nfs ss 
Jada dt, Ga vita We fee fra Gus wet ot ara au 2 fils 2 you & ws Ka et 
by 33 Fs fa Gat @ te § god & ws ha ats TE fas ws Om Sar, fn TS 
Qu fasa ae qt & fee wT usa He a GET 3 ned wt Ufenr, “GF faum ®, 
Fed Fed Tad fea Hes wa what Jaa wes Ser?” qo 8 waT § Pu ans Te 
far, “fer agi & vita fea ong fore F fast de fava 3 nae a FU a a 
Hari” pod ot rea we a Atoms GH td Sse feo, “F vat FF forest 
adt t Gn ag ot nea fee ut faust Wet Gabor et rea d1” fea wes aa Ft Ht 
mes UA At uel et ara 8 @ UAE Un Te S ag at G fenavs acefen! 

fat 3 te myer foor 32, Oat ot Gfeor HET He get 1 At one | Ht Gat 
fee fea Aa Gat 3 Rfon ae Het & fa wt fa J at F1 Gat w afoer He 
Ter Tat Gu lS Tost Sfeot ecehut vaast aes Bai uct! nifigs SS S vteTs 
fea gow Gng os 8 a ag at oid THe 3 farr ag Ft S Ge 3 Hed TI SUT 
weet Het & Gast atst, “Ast gs ent we 3 Het wot $ ota ater we” a 
Hd wet Fars } fav, “ae a faa set mre yo F ws wus oT ASI” OE AS 
Fou vt gs wm fest 3 Gs sta 3 at 
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Devotion to Service 


Sri Amar Dass came to Khadur for the first time at the age of 62. Having 
accepted Guru Angad Dev as Guru, he started living in the Guru's institution. 
He saw that the devotees who came for audience with the Guru, took up service 
on their own accord. Some started cleaning utensils in the community kitchen. 
Some would bring fire-wood from the forest while others took up other odd 
jobs. Sri Amar Das asked Bhai Jodh. the cook and took up the service of 
bringing water for the Langar (community kitchen). From the day Sri Amar 
Dass started taking meals in pangat (sitting together for meals) the illusion 
of low and high caste and pride of being a Khatri left his mind. When he got 
ime, he took up cleaning utensils, at the same time applying his mind to listen 
and recile the Guru's word. 

Sri Amar Dass gave up the worldly relationship and like a thorough Sikh, 
got busy in the service of the Guru's institution. He also took up the 
responsibility to bring water from the well for the morning bath of the Guru. 
He went on serving the Guru's institution for ten or eleven years. In 1552 A.D., 
when he was 73, he was passing by the village-weaver's house early one 
morning in the pouring rain with the metallic pilcher of water on his head. 
In the dark his foot hit a wooden peg in front of the weaver's house and he 
slipped. At the sound of his fall the weaver called from inside, “Who is it at 
this early hour ?" The weaver's wife, telling him to calm down said, "Who else 
can it be at this time in pouring rain but the homeless Amroo ? Be quiet and 
go (o sleep.” Listening to her words, Sri Amar Dass said, "You are mad. | am 
not homeless. I am under the shelter of the Guru who is the lord of the whole 
world,” Saying this, Sri Amar Dass came to the institution with the water and 
helped the Guru to take bath. 

The words of those who have embraced the truth always come true. Sri 
Amar Dass was one of them. He had casually said to the weaver woman, “You 
are mad." These words of his had to come true. After this episode, she started 
behaving like mad people. The weaver presented himself in the morning 
congregation before the Guru taking her along. The weaver narrated to the 
Guru all that had taken place early that morning and prayed. “May my mistake 
be forgiven and my wife be cured.” The Guru advised the congregation, "Never. 
speak bad words for anybody.” The Guru pardoned the weaver woman and 
she got well. 
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aediet set fedus 

29 WSS, 1552 Bnet § Ag vias Se Ft 3, Teaiet St fererct Ht ns EH AT 
3 ag eva fu feat 3 Sy 3 aofs-usd & oma, use Whoa F Sifters S 
we & gon og fess we der at 3 ag-us S Ge hit fie gy mn SH tw 
dfdees v8 ae fit Fast Tg S vans Bel Sifters Une Saba | ag rare SS 
ate Usa @H, use Whos ag e & Bo far | Gre ana’ Bet det St file ar Ufo 
a nd ag me @H at Gus wos at orf st utet 3 Usa! § fron, “aaatet 
aet feat a meee adl ag as 2a daar Sat yous 31” wer tet S mage 
Gua wy 3 aasiet wus age zt fae ds fest, us va Use wg Gus ws ait 
SF fifi | et ome at Tfemr 

Ug Md SH tS dikes F, fet S uss wel, vs vd & festa fea wus 
fit swe ug ag fea! Ga yor & me feu dfew fa fos wa wei few ag-we 
@ waren vt forest aga eu aet fas fre fet Ut farect eaet wet at, fae 
fat woret & nfsara Hos fee wee wien At, fafa fist fea qouet Ut ter 
wat ga-es F Wawa Bet aut a wet At) PHN Ut »mres Mt weet AST AT, 
fa@fa fi Gat & fes-faGea A aot HrGs Ha 3 o dt aet Veer FES WH 1 1556 
andl fea ay Wonet 3 HE ad STZ § US os ate for 3 Ong far’, “omit 
ag ms oH S atet F oT a 3G ag Wet Hae UII” 

eg wovet ot va fee on far) Gu mud as Seta Tore $ ow B G, 
dféees fet ag ons wH At S AA TE vies fea ude farri wg F WoNet 3 
ae ders Ut gt 5 Gea Ht ot Gat S va feu ag a fedu claw Ig ea ae 
att fea mre wg 3 dies feu dat Gus 86 ag at Ut fils feu S3 ws & Gat 
§ dat F TS He fea 3 meu Tat Cus ag ve a fs fori ag A eG wie 
wa a, Wee ce faut, “erg at, Wd Te Hate S dst wwe US aM ds } Get Be 
St aot Set 2" nts ws 3 arf, “Ht fen qeaiet wefan oe farm oH TU gu 
ad ad fils ds a vs WEI” 

ag ates vs afters F wea fils WS TE! ag Ate we file, Fas 
mMmué wus wat} webHt sett | eg S avs we Te Gre ay Tolga Foxe at 
ofa we 1 S wa fea org 4 tes Sarfenr us aet file er Za a for ot Sar 
ot & usa uss fare 
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Qpposition for the Guruship 
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Opposition for the Guruship 


Guru Angad Dev handed over the responsibility of leading the Sikhs to 
Sri Amar Dass by installing him as Guru on the 29th March, 1552 A.D., and 
ordered him to shift his headquarters from Khadur to Goindwal. Baba Budha 
and other Sikhs went with Guru Amar Dass to Goindwal. The Sikh devotees 
started going to Goindwal for an audience with the Guru. Guru Angad Dev's 
son, Dasu, declared himself as Guru and stationed himself at Khadur. When 
nobody tumed up for an audience, he was very angry with Guru Amar Dass. 
Mother Kheivi told the sons, “Guruship is not a property that can be inherited. 
It is a big folly to have enmity with the Guru.” At the advice of Mother Kheivi, 
Dasu gave up the obstinacy of becoming the Guru but her teachings had no 
effect on the other son Datu. 

Guru Amar Dass started sending his Sikhs from Goindwal to far off places 
for propagation of Sikhism. As an effect of this preaching, the number of 
devotees increased greatly in three or four years. As the number of Sikhs 
increased, the income of Brahmins as well as their respect among the people 
decreased because in Sikhism there is no place for the caste system or for 
discrimination on this account created by the Brahmins. Besides, the Sikhs 
neither celebrated any festivals nor did they give any offering to the Brahmins. 
In 1556 A.D., some Brahmins, after deliberations, conspired with Datu and 
said, "We can dethrone Guru Amar Dass and make you the Guru.” 

Datu was taken in by the incitement of the Brahmins. He took some of 
his toady Brahmins with him and came to Goindwal in the congregation of 
Guru Amar Dass. When Datu and the Brahmins saw the splendour and 
attendance of the congregation, their jealousy of the Guru increased further. 
In a fit of rage, Datu kicked Guru Amar Dass, sitting on a seat in the 
congregation, in the back, making him fall off it and himself sat on it as Guru. 
The Guru took Datu’'s foot in his hand and pressing it said, "Respected Datu! 
T hope your tender foot is not hurt by hitting my old hard bones.” Datu replied, 
"I am the rightful heir to this seat of Guruship. Go and leave this village 
quietly.” 

The Guru left Goindwal the same night and.went to village Basarke. The 
devotees left for their homes after the departure of the Guru. Only the 
Brahmins and the toady who had come alongwith Datu were left. Datu held 
recitals for three or four days but as no Sikh came to pay obeisance, Datu 
returned to Khadur in frustration. 
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sha wea 


1558 tinet fea ag one S&H at A fit S uss Set fle stew St wae We 
att! Qu war & eaes ag THEN Ht Ta Hea fes ase asl ag at As T 
ufust geass oe, fre wu 3 feds Te ure Sat § Tas w Guen fer, fage 
fee Hat 3 Afoorst at As On fils Cat 3 mist cf Gus feds dient § ag 
ood @ fins F wre asetfent | AHa efor ot us ua aes A, efor oT Us Swe 
stot wit HES feast aes =, Cat wH mruehat sever 8 @ Ua TE! ag At 
2 ae Us Sue sat Fars wit Gat Gar ot wage a fem dar efor Gus ferars 
aes Stent § Ae wea con I ary agus fils wt ae! Gr fis & yet fevers 
3 wana rg feds J & Cat un we ag At Cat § Shr, “gu 2 Fs St 
oH, @U, Ba, Ha F dora vs, fragt Gus frase ag ot fitter as ot are when ar 
Fae 31” nie fes use ad a ory difvees eum UA ae! 

ag tS dfvves un & Sfmr fa yes @ Hed fity Horst St mrenret ays 
zu aet wt fils fee fea nist yo Ht ag Ht S wet Ut ea aot Bs ust aos Bet 
1559 Binet fes, fea wGat weeGe w an ug aes fest Gat ot her wet fie 
Hast 3 ays Gone ferfenr At oneH FS ag MHS GH HTS Het Je TE 
A, ue fra Gus filet ebut cadbut ya a, file Hors } ae-we few Het aes S 
usd uw a& Si 

fit Herat S Gen avs wat et ay 1559 etnet few ut uae 3 fern) Rat 
Qeures aes F ufust ag Ht a fea uys oa" Sar ater, fan fea THs sae TS 
@ fea eit fea gfmr fesr wren) aga we Get wot & Sa, fea sfimr Be wet 
vara fea 86 & sna ea & vs TE! eufad SS fea er & Un gue aa fest fea 
un gt de odt fis & gore St as feu do are we a ws Te! Hfters 
fee fea udt on at wt ow after Ht, faus fis efor § ag at fedu Yaw after 
Ft Qa sur ag ate We Gus St gus sae oO orfenr te ufos ag At A fea 
=m o Hd O fea tue ae fest | Tg THE at Ga ai wea ‘ast ot ee’ few fare 
us fa Qu aur gs os 2 wee feu en forn) Gnd rue Use 3 Sas few Tat 
Bat gn feo Fevers J is § ea & fener Gus we ay TH fea, fan we fls 
@ dat fea ga ot ays Bfenst det 3 when § us oa famr fa Ga fea wist was 
SB sgt wheat Weta ase evar Ath 
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Tour of Sacred Places 


In 1558 A.D., Guru Amar Dass started a tour of Hindu places of pilgrimage 
for the propagation of Sikhism. Guru Ram Dass gives an account of that tour 
in ‘Raag Tukhari’. The Guru first went to Kurukshetra where he preached the 
Sikh way of life to thousands of people including 'Yogis' and recluses. Then 
he acquainted people gathered on the banks of river Yamuna. with the mission 
of Guru Nanak. While crossing the Yamuna bridge, those collecting bridge tolls 
from the people, presented themselves before him with offerings. They did not 
collect any toll from the devotees crossing the bridge with the Guru. From there 
he came to village Kankhal where he told the villagers that lust. anger. greed, 
attachment and pride are man’s major enemies which can only be subdued 
by following the Guru's teachings. He returned to Goindwal afler preaching 
at Hardwar for eight days. 

On reaching Goindwal, the Guru saw that the number of devotees coming 
to the village had considerably increased due to preaching. There was one 
commion well in the village. To fulfil the increasing demand of water, the Guru 
started work for construction of a step-well in 1559 A.D. The devotees worked 
with great zeal for the construction of the step-well. Although Sri Ram Dass 
was the son-in-law of Guru Amar Dass, yet he showed the Sikhs, the way 
to serve by carrying baskets of sand on his head. 

By the zest of the devotees, the construction of the step-well was 
completed in 1559 A.D. Before the inauguration of the step-well, the Guru 
arranged a Langar (community meal) and everyone, who took meals there was 
given one Rupee as a reward. Many high-caste people sat with others and took 
their meals in order to get a Rupee. The reward was increased to five Rupees 
al noon. In order to get five Rupees. the Brahmins of the village also sat in 
Pangat (sitting together), took meals and went away. An ascetic named Hari 
Ram lived at Goindwal who used to instigate the villagers against the Guru. 
That ascetic did not come for the meals even on being invited by the Guru. 
In the afternoon, the Guru increased the reward to one gold coin. Guru Ram 
Das writes about the ascetic in ‘Gauri-D!-Var' that he was taken in by the greed 
for money. He secretly sent his son to the Langar. Those serving the meals 
saw him. The boy was small. He told everything which resulted in great 
disgrace for the ascelic among the villagers and everyone to know that he was 
a hypocrite longing for weallh just as a crane standing in wait for fish. 
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nogd uA faorfes 


ag Me SH Ft S fet S use Set SHB 22 Tor fee ea fe Te TIS 
Mat er ot 3 fest feord Stat Gn rar & ft usd-aea wer feo") ag at ates 
Qng Haus add Ho faust fits FS wage wt Tet At Gre ay fit ST STG aH 
= 3S 3S, ret Fars S Ha ys aa St Te wt we fea & act, Haters? wet 
ag at un Ger aget Ht inte fas gSe 3 Aa ru va at HS aa Hae, Gat 
@ Osa og at wit Ue 3, eum wa dh fos FS! Ga Ee feu or abr gaBtet 
3 mast ods, ag wn feds 3 a See Ho fen Bg SB UWE aS Ba, TOHETT 
F geare wet are wa fan oe fed-fea Povet Ut »mres weet wet At ag 
ws gears we set Cat dks S uss } oda & areca firms eT HS UT 
frorfes as Bet Sf! Gud aeesd wn frerfes atst, “ag At 3 Het mits 
PaseHSt SH Tet 31” qesad 3 Hes UA a uses att | HFS S uss w yao 
yor wees Then) 

afes ot Usd, ode S neds SS yew wen aga fils awa uA fest vera 
fea wae t farm nS rus dag $ a8 WS Ga TS se’ GH ufos four, froar 
wend UH sfore aes eS § Uger agel At) naEE S ua aon Cuss Ga 
BS ys was dei Gat S rig TS aa F Oot G fest vows fest de fer fori 
ag THEN Ht ‘wa as? fee fare us fr Ca SS fest ears fee wat valor 
BH areat Yo } ws SF um oe | Gat F Sat worfer Sa ar) TE | Use uhrs 
a fam One nied naarel wet eT fares ger fier Gu Fe Sfamr! ag at 
vot fefeur aa & Gnd nruet Sa-ysa fee sfenst age" Bet! 

Maas 1566 Bnet fee nous ay wT Bet ode for) Pons? 3B waws UF 
Ww frorfes atst weed 8 ag sses Ht} ards we od frorfest & Qos Se 
Bet wer Sfrorl ag at 8 At owen at S mrver usifan wer a aus WH oH FES 
Ht onen FS wunet ot us fratfes & satan Ose fea", fan ave aus BT 
uA Ofer aus 3 WHE $ aT wSt web | awa fest § we wt aikees 
fet ag at  firfemri vars fea to, So sa a Uys uM fem! Maus 3 Bord Tt 
Hee Bet walle Set wut us ag at 4 Ons far, “Saw Has & TI fen § Fars 
sere F ola 51 get wud oH fea fren 3 yRewat $ wares AG | feet F Aa 
3 tee tan vet SSI” 
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Complaint to Akbar 


Guru Amar Dass divided the country into 22 zones for the propagation 
of Sikhism. Every zone was given the name of Manji (seat). The Manji of the 
area became the centre for preaching the Sikh thought. The Guru entrusted 
the charge of the Manjis to Sikhs of high character. Besides preaching 
Sikhism, his work consisted of dispelling doubts of the devotees. It was 
imperative for him to visit the Guru twice a year. The misconceptions and 
doubts that the Manjidars (in-charge of Manjis) could not clear themselves 
were brought to the Guru and the answers were given to the devotees on 
return. They used to conler with the Guru aboul the troubles and difficulties 
facing their zones. In this way. the people were getting rid of Brahmins. This 
was resulting in the dwindling of income of Brahmins day-by-day. To get rid 
of the Guru, they sent Goinda’s son to the governor of Lahore to complain 
against the Guru. He complained to the governor that the Guru had forcibly 
occupied his land. The governor came to Goindwal to ascertain the facts and 
dismissed the case as being false. 

After the dismissal of the case from Lahore, Goinda's son presented 
himself in Akbar's court at Delhi. He made his servant wear a dirty cloak of 
blue and black which was necessary for anyone who wanted to petition the king. 
Both of them proved false in the investigation. Their faces were blackened and 
they were turned out of Akbar’s court. Guru Ram Dass writes in his verse 
in ‘Guari Raag’ that both of them returned from Delhi with their faces smeared 
with the filth of the whole world. People stopped talking to them. Goinda's son 
fell ill. Food or water could not pass his gullet. He began to cry due to hunger 
and thirst, He got dishonoured in this world and the next by falsely defaming 
the Guru. 

When Akbar was at Lahore in October 1566 A.D., Brahmins complained 
to him. Akbar called Guru Amar Dass to Lahore to answer to the complaints. 
The Guru sent Sri Ram Dass as his representative to Akbar. Sri Ram Dass 
Yave satisfactory reply to every complaint fo the Brahmins at which Akbar was 
greatly pleased. Akbar severely reprimanded the Brahmins. On his way back 
to Delhi, Akbar met the Guru at Goindwal. He was very happy to sit in Pangat 
and have meals. Akbar offered a Jagir (land) for the Langar but the Guru said 
(o him, "The Langar belongs to the devotees. It is better that it be run by the 
devotees. Please consider Hindus and Muslims alike in your country. Abolish 
jazia (tax) and pilgrim tax from Hindus.” 
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Teset Bet udtfient 

Og ws BH HS Ast Afs marge F ufesi, qesiet ot fitect Gu tees 
$ Huet wt, frase On fitted § seit agi fast nae Te! Horst St faard fea 
fit, Ht eH SF wet we Ft HS Ga SS ag at S wet As, favs FET ga ST 
HS Bar & Has St AS age HA! ge HS Aarst @ ua feo feu tar gs aga wet 
fa qaaict Se wit Set mnfemné aot Teme, Oat Sat cust J, fea Hea fee fea 
aq fag age wet far Sat 3 ey Ja ay fang aa fe 

ag Ht w a SS fang at a9 Su a fare, “fea ata ad wei fog! § ew 
a ag § de wear!” ga fos oo 8 uy fea fos oS 3 ay at a Cat gt 
de aa fea) fen sgt ag Gres 3 wGe & froin Hs fea doe far | moe fea 
ae ag at 3 oet ane at 2 wg feu san ate @ foo fa fen § wd 82 ot Gas 
nfat sa fest, “H fea ag omy 3 Uke mans fanra atat 31 my Ut eset Gus 
de ava ou § Fw we 31 HF fea ay ws a Te aot weGer!” ae At AE Ht 
oHen AS ag fea san FS ot Gat nia for, “ag at, He Cue fru ad AS 
Mas FS BHA SAH oruet Heat nore ag wer Hat!” Hast 3 we At ETH 
Ft @ fea ues He at Ogt $ wats @ far fa qaakt ot fiiiedt Haws 8 ta 
Ht oven Ht ot a1 ag AS Oat § aealet & wea au a, at vidi ufost meu 
fra foetfenr 3 fee wat Hors 3 ag THE at ist fre faerGe Ut orferr atti 
Wat fas 8 ag at er ge vis fem 

1 WSad, 1574 Bnet SS fes, ag me TH AS St fs MrGe F ufas, 
yd users 3 Het Hara § fead ae a foro, “ia fea Un gaa Hote eve file far 
3 ge adh wad wate force A, WS Te Ut sat Pus tte gue Ut 3a act fagta 
ag ot wet 4 wd ws & ude ys ag feo" 31 ws ofa fils vos At Ponet § 
‘worGe of Ss sot aro of were free uae ot ot 3) shat ont ofsenra 
Ba ad we, fan S vee wel fea dari wat are aut Meat WS He EBS 
Gua am | fies waar!” ag moa oA at S fitet few Hot at uMN ufsat ot ae 
weet det Ati fous fenst 3 feos ane vt ug fest Tet At Hara fee ferst 
Jus &e a Ger nay atst Sfenr ati area wena § St not et om fe aes 
gs rH faa Ht 
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Test for the Guruship 


Before the merger in God, Guru Amar Dass had to entrust the 
responsibility of Guruship to a disciple who could shoulder it well. The 
devotees had two Sikhs in view, Sri Ram Dass and Bhai Rama. Both of them 
were son-in-laws of the Guru, who used to serve the devotees with body and 
soul. To dispel any doubt that might arise in the minds of the Sikhs that no 
injustice had been done in bestowing the Guruship, the Guru, one moming, 
asked (hose two attendants to construct a platform each. Both of them 
prepared the platforms by the evening. 

The Guru went, saw both the platforms and said, "The construction is 
very poor. Pull down these and construct again tomorrow.” The next day both 
prepared the platforms and the Guru again rejected them. In this way the 
process of making and breaking the platforms went for seven days. On the 
eighth day when the Guru pointing to the defect in Bhai Rama's platform said, 
"Please demolish it,” he replied, "I have prepared this platform according to 
your instructions. You forget due to your old age. I shall not dismantle and 
remake this platform." When the Guru pointed the defects in Sri Ram Dass's 
platform, he replied. "Respected Guru! Be kind to me. Bestow upon me 
intelligence and power so that I may construct the platform according to your 
wishes.” When the devotees heard these words of Sri Ram Dass, they were 
convinced that he was the person fit to shoulder the responsibility of 
Guruship. Guru Amar Dass after installing him as Guru, bowed before him 
first and then asked all the devotees to pay him respects. All those present 
obeyed the Guru's command. 

Before his merger into the Supreme Being. the Guru called the members 
of the family and devotees on 1st September, 1574 A.D., and said, "No one 
should cry on my leaving this body of five elements. There is no need to place 
an earthen lamp on the palm of my hand at (he time of my passing away 
because with the word of the Guru, the darkness from my mind has vanished. 
The rite of Pind (Balls of food thrown in water) or feeding the Brahmins for 
me is not required. The Name of God is the only food for the soul. Do not take 
my ashes to Hardwar but immerse these in running water at any place. Do 
not take out a funeral procession. Let Name of God be recited afier my death.” 
Guru Amar Dass had already stopped the ritual of Sati among Sikhs. Widows 
had been given freedom to remarry. It had been forbidden for women to come 
to the congregation in veil. He had also asked King Akbar to ban the custom 
of Sati. 
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fers asus 


Tg THEA Ht ST WEN 24 ASH, 1534 UnSt SS fea, oda Bfos S aE ga" 
Hat fee dfent 1 Gar S fur ween Aet, WS S Uodt Hol ws fus S Ogi wat 
THER afm, ug we fee ufset de Je aga, wat fust Gat § fimra aw for 
afs & wrGe Sati fen sgt aetayWss eS S Yat § Hor afue Sat ues Fe Go 
RS west S ww, Sat S war fuse waret ag ae! Gat S arag waa AB Wrst fust 
Saas we fils, Og $ Cg ot aot ods F wHea S Tet! HHI WG Gard 
Ire as Bet uferetyt Sue o Ger igs fest! 1546 etnet fee Ht mM TH AT 
3 aifdees arte! ag rice Se at S afse Gus, Gu wud uses § Ha TF 
Be me, Ht oven ats St ue oe diftews 3 ae) 

afters un & At oven At S mrue|r ufuer der usrebat Sue w fea wet 
ae fear Sat F feus 7 a ates HES wet Aas SI et AES we fasdu wer fom 
ag vise Se tt 3, Ht ore TH Ht S 1552 Binet fea gesiet a fetiedt tus 
Gai 3 dees af & fit eT yes aes Bw Ua atan fea fea Har HoH Set 
3 Fg Ms SH at S Bost ats, “Je Wg atet Tat @ fers age Bet aet Gar za 
tee wate 31” ag at Ufenr, “ee far agt a wet] 3?” At HEH at OA 
Wit @& Su 39 HSL se Ha Set S At ae at Se ferro aa a fawr, “fen sgt 
weg d21" ag at far, “fen agi & <a ot frag fea dt 4, do et act” fen 
ag thet sat oct At em Ht 3S Gat ea we a, UAE 1552 Bnet fea qi a 
fenra aa fea! 

ag >a oH FH, fig Steet Gus fedet Set Has § AS & se-sre fara 
a, fea vars feu to a bard sae BS Hist et aaa S net Htes CoM a, 1558 
tnet fes enn dftees Ua dftees Un a Cat fea wat fara aga wT SH 
ea oe fea, fan ot ie wet Harst va va F ore Saint | fea feo oda @ afve 
ws ay watt, uisenrs © fenas wet nie Te difkvers va Gai S HI oHETH AT 
$ fre Gus fet et zact vat ate Shier st ws ows Te fa fea Pet ws | Use, 
wue Aud wa fey atet ws © Sai 8 ww we a HAS ST agi an ag fas AT! 
Gq 4 ag HS us aff fee far, “SH ove aeet uit fea atet St ee ON 
aoe Gd TF! fea aru § Ha wot feeri” Ht HEH HS mrvet forsest § feu afFe 
We a, ag at wn wa Fast ats, “feat w art a aaa, fea mae TS, fegi 
$ us ad fa feo ot afo ad oa feat § fares adt fa fret was 3 forse 
a Gua Fe” 
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Extraordinary Childhood 


Guru Ram Dass was born on the 24th September, 1534 A.D., in Chuna 
Mandi Street of Lahore. His father, Hardas Sodhi was Khatri by caste. He was 
named Ram Dass but being the first child, he came to be called Jetha (first 
child) at home and in the locality. His parents passed away when he was seven. 
His maternal grand-parents lived at Basarke. After the death of his parents. 
his grandmother took him to Basarke. To make his living, he started selling 
boiled salted grams at Basarke. In 1546 A.D., Sri Amar Dass colonised 
Goindwal. As advised by Guru Angad Dev, he came to Basarke to take his 
family alongwith him. He also took Sri Ram Dass along to Goindwal. 

After reaching Goindwal, Sri Ram Dass restarted his work of selling 
seasoned grams. After his round, he made it a daily routine to serve the 
devotees assembled for discourses. Guru Angad Dev entrusted the Guruship 
(o Sri Amar Dass in 1552 A.D. and commanded him to preach Sikhism staying 
at Goindwal. One day Mother Mansha Devi requested Guru Amar Dass, “It 
is time, we should look for a suitable groom for our daughter Bhant." The Guru 
asked, “What type of groom should we look for ?” Sri Ram Dass was passing 
by al that time. Mother Mansha Devi pointed towards him and said, “The 
groom should be like him.” The Guru said, “He is the only boy who resembles 
him. There is none else." In this way, considering Sri Ram Dass a suitable 
groom for Bibi Bhani, they were married in December, 1552 A.D. 

Guru Amar Dass returned to Goindwal in 1558 A.D., after preaching to 
the masses assembled at Hindu places of pilgrimage, the practical way of life 
of sitting at a common place for taking meals, giving up differences of caste 
and creed and sharing common services. Reaching Goindwal, he started the 
construction of a step-well. On hearing the construction of the step-well, the 
devolees started pouring in to take part in the service. One day some pilgrims 
from Lahore who were going for a holy dip to Hardwar, stopped at Goindwal. 
They were surprised to see Sri Ram Dass, a son of a Khatri, carrying a basket 
of saud on his head and working alongwith people of low castes like an 
ordinary labourer in his in-law's house. They said to the Guru angrily, “You 
are making your son-in law work like a labourer of low caste. This is not 
becoming of you.” Hearing his relatives talk like this, Sri Ram Dass went to 
the Guru and prayed, "Please do not be angry with them. They are innocent. 
They do nol know what they are saying. They have no knowledge that service 
is above caste, creed and relationship.” 
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word UTA Hfsara 

1559 Binet feu, dftess feu, ag woe oH At SS geet aret wat ars fet 
= yes dg Su forw frre ufsst wet Hors fea Usa few fo a Sore eaet Ht, Je 
fas fea a fexos <1 aes Sait, fan oe wWa-ws 3 Ge-ate & gon Fast S 
ua fF Ta vs Te Stat favs aH fea at dees fee fitet § aff Su far, 
Qnd orué fis a a GA gt & yes Bg aa feo) fen aye YS oS HOTS 
vot feo Wows et gM Us Je Sfemr, -ws ws neu tee De Sat 3 Ba 
woMece § fea ea ag wu a fen F sears UGE Sa TUS’ 3 Fe Wat 
Bet fea AOga yAas F far fa stat AST S Sat mrs ru $ Gai S waa MHS! 

mages 1566 tinal fee aes WrenTT as Ht Bet ora ofofowr | mrad St THT 
zw ae Cogs de, Pore 3 Fe Washo & fire G, aE one TH ATS fiers fea 
frovfesonn fours aa & meres & fest! awa 3 frerfesanr uy a ag me EH 
at 3 dféees yaa an fest fa Go ada Un & Oat frorfest w Gad Sei a 
3 waa fee Gus, faorfest o Goa Se wet Ht eH at S mruer ufsfad 
wet & aes wn ards on fea 

Bria waa fey At nen at 3 frorfesom 2 Heat ow Poe eet eet Ger 
¥g ata) ufset frorfes wt, “fie arfest et we ol aae, fang Pet = frag fea 
fee faa edt uge set afde 31” Ht one & far, “Set a frovs fea at after 
3 fa arfegt & we yes act aa Hae, us ag as Ut ftir Asha HST S woet 
Bet Hist 3, frost ve Wt uaa } re cue et afdet 5, frow fas 8 Yo ae 
uggs Bet dt adt!” git Hes ats famr, “fis fig staat A arse sot age” HT 
auen at d Gs fea, “Stas, aS aaa ufesa act, Guat House 3 feeesi t 
safe avd ufeza HS, fava staat Ht ose asa Stout § famrs fee wa JE St 
teat Gus se fedot aaa SS Tan| ot ene US! Tet fara te wer feees 
oot” Sh weve A, “fits rsa aot Hod!” Ht oneH at 3 Osa feo, “ATS 
Aare ng THe 4 ade § eae TS Set sat At ABT a soret wet wat” Ga 
Reve Ht, “fit yost-ur aut wee 1” Gat Gas fear, “Was foarte T1 fist eT uaa 
Re fa@er U1 Ug wh, ve AY ge 31” At oNeTH At Unt frorfest e Gos Fe a 
nod ot far 3 aeti aad 3 fro & a Gat et Has ata At OETA ATS 
naw wit feet de F ufest Ons far, “foot Sar Te A gH ftgnt F Stra sa 
tan 3 Aeb Ber Ge we 8S)” awE 3 ay at Ut ais Hs Bet! 
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Respect from Akbar 


After the construction of the step-well in 1559 A.D., the teachings of 
Sikhism received a further boost. Whereas the devotees sat for their meals 
in Pangat upto that time, they now started bathing at one place which resulted 
in the elimination of differences on account of caste and creed from their 
minds. Who-so-ever saw the Sikhs living at Goindwal, started similar 
preaching on returning lo his village. With this sort of preaching, the fallacy 
of caste and creed began to be cleared from the minds of the people. They 
starled discarding Brahmins thinking it to be an unnecessary burden. It 
became difficult for the Brahmins and high caste people to bear that low caste 
people think themselves to be their equals. 

In October 1566 A.D., King Akbar stayed for some time al Lahore. Taking 
advantage of his presence, the Brahmins and high caste people drafted a 
memorandum against Guru Amar Dass and presented it to Akbar. Having 
read (he charge-sheet. Akbar sent word to Guru Amar Dass at Goindwal to 
come to Lahore and reply to (hose complaints. On receipt of the message, Guru 
Amar Dass sent Sri Ram Dass as his representative to Akbar to reply to the 
charges. 

In the court at Lahore, Sri Ram Dass began replying to the charges in 
the complaint one by one. The first complaint was, "The Sikhs do not recite 
the ‘Gayatri’ which, according to the teaching of Vedas. is Lo be recited thrice 
a day.” Sri Ram Dass said. “The doctrine of the Vedas also says that the Sudras 
(untouchables) cannot recite the Gayatri but the teaching of Guru Nanak is 
common for ail the castes, creeds. and faiths which lells us to remember God 
all the time and not merely to read it with the word of mouth only three times 
a day." The second question was put. “The Sikhs do not visit holy places of 
the Hindus.” Sri Ram Dass replied. “The places of pilgrimage are not sacred 
because of the water but were sacred because of the sojourn of great and 
learned men who imparted knowledge to the pilgrims. Now. only Brahmins 
live al these places who only collect offerings. There is no leamed man to 
impart knowledge.” The third question was. “The Sikhs-do not believe in caste 
system.” Sri Ram Dass replied, “Manu Brahmin had invented the caste system 
in order to keep the poor oppressed. It was nol for the welfare of the people.” 
The fourth question was, "Sikhs do not worship the idols.” He replied. “Stone 
has no life. The God of (he Sikhs is ever-alive. He is present everywhere all 
the. time.” Akbar was convinced by the answers of Sri Ram Dass. Akbar 
honoured him with a robe of honour. 

Before leaving. Sri Ram Dass said to Akbar. “It would be a great relief if 
you stop imposition of Jazia and Pilgrimage Tax on the Hindus.” And Akbar 
complied with accordingly. 
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mffysnd ot ato suet 

WS 1570 Sind feu, Tg ons SH Ft 3 A THEA at 8 wus WS foo 3 HS, 
oa, wesafds S fatserst fist 3 wit 3 Such feds aa & Gat S fea wet 
aa erge ot oruet sneta Sat Sgt wfont S ag At Ut at fea oF firs fest! 
frat fiat aia ag Ht oars erGe Bet Sat uit Hatt, Gat fant fart et ata-gae 
aes & fant 3 fest ag at 3 Gai ot mils & fora Cat § OFS a mite & ue 
~ué at faust four 3 ad sae et ot ag at va’ ou & Grrdt wr ata-vaa ou fear 

ag & va & ato-uas On a afm for, fra aE saa Se AS 1497 Ere 
fea nud ufesa yds we Ha, He Gu ret Haed $ oS B a Fat det Has GS 
He waa ferge set rsaaus S wruet ufsat ect Gus ws wal fen at 8S fen 
Og oa te at} fas wt, “at nation, fat mit fen at stea use Tear 3 we 
OU ype-des wear” Og saa CS He Sa HS de Sa! ag mG EH Ft 3 HT 
one At 3 dat sgt marge fils fa fan agi w sae ere & Cat & Yorn 
RM, Ga wy enum dfives ys ae 3 sare St Crt ot fittest At one ats 
Hu ae! Gai 3 ag @ yan mon faen ms HeStenr, from ‘ag at aS’ 3H 
ufifa 3 fomr Gn file Cat Aaune Howe Bet veret ug ave" fest! fity Heverat 
S feostest 3 ay i mt o tu a ome aoe set Ca at us wees nds aT 
fFS1 A MEA Ftd Fees 3 Ig whet set Soe wT ui ae fer, fa UT 
agose Ue go & wer wt wae ATH 

fea eat Ht NER Ht, ag a da F feees fed ag Ht S wonst Bet Te Te 
Wa | Gat wit ag at ae oats Ut Gat & aH ws Het Gus vee we & aS UA 
Tel ag WS Ht SH AS Teaiet 3 Ga Su a 1 HSE 1574 Blnet G fea fitiect 
Hu fest S wud users HS SS SH TW Bars VS WE Vt orfame aa fESt | Tg THEA 
ate ag & va feu faen aes oS ag © wens aes Bet Hors fe Uae Sar uet! 
Qn fire fen sare & at da one 3g fom 3 va fos S Sat (ES wr a SHE Sat! 
1577 nat fea ag at 3 Sa fis Stent wit Ua A fed Jo ais adie Bet 
‘aad @ gue fey det unas o Ie) rife Heed Uwe We file aa ot at 
affyane ufia 3 farw: 
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Laying Foundation of Amritsar 


In June 1570 A.D., Guru Amar Dass took Sri Ram Dass with him, 
assembled together headmen and prominent people of Gumtala, Tung, 
Sultanwind and Gill-wali. The Guru put before them his proposal to colonise 
a new town. All of them acceded to the Guru's proposal. All of them gave, 
without any hesitation, the land demanded by the Guru for founding the town. 
The Guru after making payment for the land according to the measurements, 
got the deed transfered in his name. The town was named ‘Guru ka Chakk’ 
and the foundation stone was laid. 

The foundation stone of Guru ka Chakk was laid at the place where Guru 
Nanak Dev had set his foot in 1497 A.D., when he had started his first long 
Journey along with Bhai Mardana from Sultanpur to show the true path to 
the people gone astray. Sitting at this place, Guru Nanak Dev had said, “Bhat 
Mardana |! One day a big city will emerge at this place and it will be a centre 
of propagation of faith." The words of Guru Nanak Dev were being fulfilled. 
Guru Amar Dass gave detailed instructions to Si Ram Dass about the type 
of the town he wanted to build and returned to Goindwal entrusting the 
responsibility of construction to Sri Ram Dass. He got a residential house 
constructed in accordance with the Guru's orders which came to be known 
as ‘Guru Ke Kothe’, After that he took up excavation for Santokh Sar pool. 
The Sikhs serving at the site and daily labourers, perceiving the work to be 
of long duration, started constructing houses for themselves. Sri Ram Dass 
started Langar (free kitchen) for the Sikhs and other workers where every 
needy person could take meals to his fill. 

Once Sri Ram Dass had gone to Goindwal from Guru ka Chakk for an 
audience with the Guru. The Guru was very pleased to hear from him that 
the colonisation work of the new town was at full swing. Finding Sri Ram Dass 
competent for the leadership of the Sikhs, the Guru entrusted him with this 
responsibility on the 1st September, 1574 A.D., and ordered him to go to the 
new town being colonised alongwith his family. Due to the shifting of the 
Guru's abode to the newly founded town, the devotees started coming to this 
place and behold their Guru. The people of all trades started settling at 
this place and the name of the town changed to Chakk Ram Dass. In 1577 
A.D., Guru bought additional five hundred bighas of land from the villagers 
of Tung so that there may not be any difficulty in the expansion of the town. 
After the construction of Amritsar peol the town became famous as Amritsar 
(pool of nectar). 
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sive a use dat 


1570 Unet fee ag moe eA at ag a da’ & ote Ua TUS a, Titers 
$ um we Sa At eH at CH we Aa fa Mi oe Gus Ga nay fea as 
ar see use dear | 1577 ttaet fea gs htt, fea thet 3 nse § ws 8 ay MEH 
at wn one 3e | ag at S Vest fea saunas ag & Gu Stet 3 Haat atst, “ag Ft, 
Rat »metst we & fava SHer ru addi, F Hs serait” fea af & On stat 

“He at gaat 31 wat Ge dadt, ut fis S fenitera St Set ct at) Habart 
aa wa Sahat Set ual fea fe we fus 8 1} Visor, ‘gag we § de fee 
7 8 fast wat reat set 3 Sse fee, ‘fuse at, gH fee TF gene Teme 
Ht fa uaa na $ wre § feer 3, fen set # afa fear, ‘AS we $ vara fee 
Ol ie fusr id fen Gad Gus ws ath Te Gnd faur, Ht Suter fa 34 fas vO 
we § teary we Hf Sat T aet ot Gas Her fenra fea files ae aa a WS 
Sot § we de fla H ous ust } fea 2adt fea w a fra Ca ae for 3 
fist fea vor t gars aaa Sait! nia Hed FY mrud files ust et eact, fea suat 
2 Ge, fea att ct wt gS dh G, fils fs ay we set Nae vat Tet Fe ys 
& oret ai hd ust erst act wat At 3 feo nee sust S oe, GA Tet S TS He 
ust Ht zadt ae Bor At Ae HY feng meus ust ws Ufenr st fend Ose feo, 
OF at Se fifo ust oH” 

ag rte vee Gus Gu nee 3 Ge fer, “A at fener ust at we aH, Het 
cadt Sust 2 ae au & vat aet ot Ht Shor fa Ox cust 2 wet fes at dia war 
& wate cad fe TS Ss Hie HS | St fagqer feqer Gr Sust fea visor far | 
Qu cust & wet & Hg wets § Sate HS He Ga ga T fan HE TAAt SUM wet 
ott fen § ng ae cfm ua feng He Gus wats aut ot ferns” 

Og rt S Gn tet fac, “anol, fe 3a Ht ust 31 Se vara fee gor Te 
aoa So fiigtsr ust GH ust S wel as maa T far 31” Hat $ Oe At S afse 
Gus cats or fame | Gu fs ag Ht 4 Hers § Seo, “feo sust Gu stee 8, fare 
WS Og oe wH Ht sfeeeret ae Te AS I” va fea nihis SS, ow de at SS 
Ba ag at S need S yet ug ase fest fen vifis & need wes oS ‘TY aT 
Ja’ w ot nifiang 3 fami 
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Appearance of Holy Spot 


While returning to Goindwal after laying the foundation of Guru ka Chakk 
in 1570 A.D., Guru Amar Dass had told Sri Ram Dass that a great place of 
pilgrimage would appear at this place at proper time. In 1577 A.D., some Sikhs 
presented themselves before Guru Ram Dass with a woman and a man. After 
paying obeisance to the Guru that woman requested, "Respected Guru ! Please 
listen all that happened to me. I shall bow to the decision you make after that." 
Saying this (hal woman started her narration. 

“My name is Rajni. | am the youngest daughter of Duni Chand, a landlord 
of village Patti. [ have four elder sisters. One day our father asked, ‘Who 
provides for you to eat ?' All the sisters except me replied, ‘Father, it is you.” 
{ had heard thal God provides for everyone. As such | said, ‘It is God that 
wives me to eat.’ My father was very angry at this reply of mine. He said, ‘I 
shall see how,God provides for you.’ When | grew up, he married me off to 
a physically handicapped man and turned me out of the house. I put my 
husband in a basket and carrying him on my head, started making my living 
by begging in the villages. This morning, I placed the basket with my husband 
by the bank of a pond in the shade of a ‘ber’ tree and went to the village to 
beg for something to eat. When I returned. the basket in which I had left my 
husband, was empty and this man was sitting on the bank of that pond under 
(he shade of (hat tree. When I asked him about my husband. he replied, 'I 
am none other than your crippled husband.’ ” 

On being asked by the Guru. that man replied, "I am her husband, When 
Rajni went. leaving my basket on the bank of that pond, I observed that crows 
dived in the water of that pond and flew away with their colour changing from 
black to white like that of doves. | also crawled to that pond. By contact of 
water of that pond with my body my ailment was cured. | told Rajni everything 
on her return but she does not believe me.” 

. The Guru told that woman. “Rajni! He is your husband. Due to your belief 
in God. your crippled husband has been cured with the water of that pond.” 
Rajni believed what the Guru said. After (hat. the Guru told the congregation, 
“This pond is the holy spot about which Guru Amar Dass had foretold.” Early 
next morning, the Guru took Baba Budha alongwith him and started 
excavation of the pool. By the construction of this pool of Amrit (nectar), Guru 
ka Chakk came to be called Amritsar. 
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Adit aes vou 
far WY ag THETA Ht rififsne Heese Ut Ae cee ad Aa, Gat wn fea Fait 
a izat ret ag Ht 3 Car 8 ws afsars as fuer & Gai S orGe w aaa fen 
Fait S yet S far, “ag at, wu S fle ome Far’ sot fits i-feqi wt ua Far 
fifi fast orué =H fee aot I Hae! A He eH fea a TS St rus ney St st 
odt tet) we gar Ha $ rus meu St Ast or 3S ge sa Hs TaN S aM! 3s BT 
Fs WaeT | Ue S aan ats fast yast wus aot get A gos fet S yerst ar first, 
wher & aust fee ct et ad St Gat § gost fit wea was | at ors? HT fea 
Wor vd ad” 
ag td @3a fez, “dy + fast vara $ oot wher a Reet) Uo 
we fast Hast sot 3 Haet fen Bet mat mrus fet S vara oe tn aes Ut 
fitfier fs atl we wa fea Ga vara & ty wa de 3 ot ue wi Ga ret 
Wit Tet aeas fey ana Qe war Are’ 31 fen agi fit ug HT USS WH fea 
Sat offs vs, fan oe Gqt gs war st Ast T niet U1 wat te SS oe ty a 
a wai ot ure at afvet! fer oct uarar $ iy aaa Shot 2 vat fev wat 
wus aes ot for Han o ARTO) Gat S ws Se vs Te Us! Hr & fama 
de we UGA woN 3 AST I fra @ Hae age Ge at Go fit whens fee 
oot eAe” 
ag at 8 Gat § When, “frat Aaibat § Har gas ATE wre ot ast Dat D 
ot Qa usb Gus at are fea fag offs os 7? Qu sea at Has § Vu 3 saBtst 
o gears Ge w a7 fag act ere?” Gat Rabat § ag at S Hes we Get Foe 
o Sf at ag at feu see Gwe ats: 
afe afs 33 ewe aot fee SH A 
ae nfs afe ge tag fot fea ger afe dor Bo 
Fat afs Sa wat Que 
WO ve afe afs a ead faq od oH ew 
(arar ar 8, UBT 2ét) 
ve-d Fat; g dat we ear 3 fs we andt eerGer 71 feu As fers 3 
aese val ag ot fife 3 a, varor et ge or 3 us H Gre i feu sa 31 
Hea Stont § Gu vara & on fee adi we SS Cues ag, faust vs uA Tae 
orad dl Wat at GR vara § amas 31 
we Hair S ores wa uge Ts st Ss a ws Te! 
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Discussion with Saints 


At the time, when Guru Ram Dass was getiing the construction of the 
holy pool at Amritsar done, a group of saints came to him. The Guru, 
respectfully, made them sit and asked them the purpose of their visit. 

The leader of the saints said. “Respected Guru ! Your Sikhs do not learn 
‘Ashat Yoga’. One cannot control the mind without the knowledge of Yoga. 
Self-realisation is not attained if the mind is not under control. The mind 
cannot concentrate on pious deeds unless it attains self-realisation. Salvation 
is nol obtained without pious deeds. If your Sikhs do not attain salvation and 
remain shackled in the bondage of worldly things. what is the use of their 
becoming your Sikhs ? Please dispel this doubt of ours.” 

The Guru replied, "God cannot be realised without compassion. Salvation 
cannot be attained without the realisation of God. As such we teach our Sikhs 
to love God. When the love of God takes root in the mind, one beholds God 
on all the sides in His creation. In this way, the Sikhs remain immersed in 
His love all the time which results in their realisation of the inner self. There 
is no dearth of His blessings if you love Him who is the Giver of everything. 
As such, the desire for worldly things leaves (hose who love God. All their 
troubles vanish. Ego is finished by self-realisation. Those Sikhs do not get 
entangled in love for wealth even while doing their worldly deeds." 

The Guru asked them, “Why do (hose who have attained self-realisation 
through Yoga, live in the mountains or jungles ? Why don't they show the way 
lo get rid of the pains and sufferings to the people gone astray ?” When the 
saints could not find an answer to this question of the Guru, he recited this 
verse ; 

“O' Yogi, you play on a reed-instrument with your hands and a flute with 
your mouth. 

‘These are actions just for showing off. 

Get knowledge from the Guru, sing praises of God and immerse your mind 
in His thought. 

Impart to the people the teachings which make them to be one with Him 
who is Omnipresent. 

lL also pay obeisance to that Supreme Being. 

(Raag Asa M. 4, p. 368) 


When the Yogis saw their secrets being exposed, they rose.and went away. 
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fea au, stew Gus we SS wadht wh, ag THEA at St ie ge @ rifpanT 
ag Ht un onfewr Qa al 3 fie sew ot raat S fast Act fefeat fea ata At 
waster oy aot At, fare’ saret S Set oe Them TS! Ue St Fe PS aes Bet, 
Qa aet Sait et ear fis Su a, Gre aus Sait et oer edus os a, Gu TS ue 
aa war So At raw F gs Haba saat fedomt ag a yet Bar & Bo Aer 
whi Qu fils @ ove wor aet St we Gn UH Ut Swe st at St get & it Se 
& Gn wn or ater 3 Gre we ule wr yau ag fees ow fils afoot 3 feus-Gue 
Cot 3 ag ueret ebat aaetyt 3 ay anfgs t ABa Het sae! fils efeon § 
ware fae Ga our Gat wfont Gus aga Ss" Quare ag far Te) fen Bet fis os 
Qret wat rQ-gars gee | 

ag at 3 Qn st § wn fae & Ufeor, “OH, mu & orGer fare Them?” Gu 
3 fax, “ag at, aru 3 fits ays mfarat vs! staat St ose adt ace, frat e 
ferns aan ane fusd wut 2 oe 2H a ate Us 3 ta Heo fee 51” ag a 
3 se fer, “flu oct Hag aes stew-fenas ge di Steet Gus frost fami 
ufsst Hotusat wit freer At, Ga Gat $ ve ag Ut wet fee fre Ae 31 ua 
& fara unt & ee § on aa fear 91 tet  Hesa Ss Het Bt Bea al fata eator 
Su yy ue Ot asuer 4, fare Ae fet 3 famrs 7 vie 3 at Gat wet vu me 
woes 3 Hie Us| Sut F Ga fea Tre dt S met Bet Ga asus adh” sus fau, 
“fils nme F fers fat Ia Her wot Fae” ay at & Oss fest, “iv ag-aAs } 
War dare oa | We Un-gaa-nete & fe ter aut tae Og-ta Whom fet & Hat er 
War vs age zat 3)” 

Qn aU 3 de nes ater, “fit 3 Set § fara fea 3 3 ag St wet dt Her 
uge afde oa” ag ad Osa fea, “er saatet + gears we set, wet free 
ust ut oot wet, nat Go must wet os a Gn Qua ales wher Hie 4, ge 
fen vat fee afte de, Su sastet F yest fie atet 31 Se Haig feu fou a, 
frost Fat nia mY fee va fea vt mus feu aot ot Haet|” 

BUS ag ote wus Fe, ede ws ds fer 3 ag & fife we forr) 
fra ufast Sat wit Het agerCe At, Je Gu Aars UT rer mrué dat aaa Sar fier 
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Misapprehension of Ascetic 


An ascetic, on hearing the praise of Guru Ram Dass from pilgrims going 
to holy places, came to Amritsar. That ascetic had neither done himself nor 
had he got done from others, anything that had been of use to general public, 
except visiling Hindu holy places. To satisfy his hunger, he would find a village 
with good population, select a shady tree outside it and set his camp at that 
place. Collecting some dry wood from here and there he would light a fire and 
sit by its side. When anyone from the village passed that way he would come 
to the ascetic on seeing smoke from the fire and arrange for his food. The 
ascetic used to tell the villagers, tales from here and there, some Puranic tales 
and some Sanskrit verses. It appeared to the villagers that that ascetic was 
being very benevolent to them. As such the villagers offered him great 
hospitality. 

The Guru seated that ascetic near him and asked, “Please tell me what 
has brought you here ?” He said, “Respected Guru ! Your Sikhs are very proud. 
They do not go on a pilgrimage to holy places. By bathing at which the wages 
of previous sins are destroyed and heaven is attained in the next world." The 
Guru replied, “Congregation is as good for the Sikhs as bathing at a holy place. 
The knowledge, one used to get at holy places from great men is gained by 
(hem from the Guru's word. The realisation of God destroys the wages of sins. 
The Sikhs have no use for the pleasures of heaven because the pains and 
pleasures of this world are mental illusions and when they come to realise this, pains 
and pleasures have no meaning for them. They, then, do not run away from 
the pains and do not pine for pleasures.” The ascetic said, “Sikhs do not pay 
obeisance to anybody but you.” The Guru replied. "The Sikhs pay obeisance 
to the light of knowledge represented by (he Guru. They do not bow before 
my material body. The light inherent in the Guru dispels the darkness from 
the mind of every Sikh.” 

That ascetic put another question, "The Sikhs have forsaken the Vedas 
and keep on reciting the Guru's verses all the time." The Guru replied, "To 
get rid of pain and agony, the Bani (Guru's word) is not merely read. it is 
understood. Having understood it. life is moulded in accordance with it. It is 
then that one gets free of the pains and difficulties while living in this world. 
Vedas have been written in Sanskrit and this language is beyond the 
comprehension of common man in these days.” 

The ascelic gave up the hypocrisy of asceticism after listening to the Guru 
and became a Sikh. Where before he had people serve him. he started serving 
the devotees with his own hands. 
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feuds ot Jd] 


ag aaa te at S, ag vice Se Ht S qesiet ot fitted Hute Gus, Ga 
SS usa Ht ue 3 Sfamr fa Ga os fore Terr Ht GAS wat Gus ay riaTe 
Se at © fedu uss ata ae St aet ag ae Se at at Sw ot Gu Oat F 
Se aeGe att od afie fa Ga ot ws we & fea OH At We we Ht de Ss 
Og THEA Ht Ut Sat wt avs Gur wet Bt Ga ory mifisne ag Ht S want Bet 
wre ag at} we ane At se S Ge wt us Sar gi Gu wu Qari } ans few 
Be ae ag Ht 3 Hisars oS Oe Ht Se SS for a mE ws Mies fee 
fas foor | wer At Se 3 ag At ot Sit east Su & Ufemr, “fea fea aw wus 
fan wet earfent 3?” ag Ht 3 tat Sse fear, “ory wad Hotyon! Ut Baa-Us THT 
Bet” ag at fer wre a, wdt Hors B HOHE mrUNt wast we Sais te wre aes 
Bq uel ww Ht des ag at G fen agi ave wu a far, “fea fares at d fans 
nm § qeatet & Gar werfemr |” 

1581 Bret few Tg THE Ht S, Cai S Te S Use frost Hes at, ora T ous 
Baa Ut wet fes WHS Je Bel Her Se wre ag AIS Wet Gus we set wet 
wrdt mrué Usat § ufenr | 3 Soi Use S neu Se Ques Se Vga Ht aH ee 
at 3 Ufeor! Gat fast far atv-aaa SF we set Tae fest! Ae At maHS Se 
Hoda} we Sa st ag at 3 CaS far, “gH ada at fue", FE Ja AT UTES 
oot!” At mone Se at S AS ods wre aret wt T fomr 3 Get Bao a Uf 
a Qt & erat ert fas Use fad Oat S ufed S usa, Cat S SS TUT fet de 
3 ada TF ore ws flu wi S a Aas BEI Hl MHS Se Ht S aM OWE Shr 
Use ode ¥ ore fit & ag rt} at fests ag at 8 Shr wae fee Cie ufos 
3 ugat we fut Se § ver ot Ga vas farm fist Se S ws A sent Bz us 
ee Usa fire oe! tes fes dot Aas & Gu for fa fest de qactet wAS aes 
Bet ag at ae tte aa foo Atl 

Og HS we der at ove Un fte gH & At ens Se HG ode FT uBS a, 
28 mans, 1581 Snel § qestet ot fitet Hu fest! Tastet Ht moms Se at F 
te Gus, fiat des mrud fur ag one at as ag soe ate ag THEA 
WS Ong aga marion us Gu Gus set oma & Ser a DME AG WETS 
Sas 8 a Titves vs ae! fust se mffysna Tt fac! 1 Wawa, 1581 eet F 
Tg THER A ASt Afs Hr ae! 


Namdhari Elibrary Namdhari€ library@qmail.com 





Namdhari€ library@qmail.com 


Namdhari Elibrary 


Limitless Courtesy 


When Guru Nanak Dev entrusted the responsibility of Guruship to Guru 
Angad Dev, his elder son, Sri Chand, felt that injustice had been done to him. 
He preached all his life against Guru Angad Dev. Whenever anyone spoke 
about Guru Angad Dev, he, to defame, would say that he was only a servant 
of their household. When Baba Sri Chand heard praise of Guru Ram Dass 
from the people, he came to Amritsar for an audience with the Guru. The Guru 
came to know of the arrival of Baba Sri Chand, he rose and went to receive 
him on the way. With great respect, the Guru took Baba Sri Chand with him 
and seated him in the congregation beside him. Baba Sri Chand saw the long 
beard of the Guru and asked, “Why have you grown such a long beard ?” The 
Guru replied, “It is to wipe the dust of the feet of great men like you." Saying 
this, the Guru started wiping the dust from his feet with his beard in full view 
of the congregation. On seeing the Guru doing this, Baba Sri Chand said, “It 
is this humility which has made you worthy of Guruship.” 

In 1581 A.D., Sihari Mall, a cousin, came from Lahore to invite Guru Ram 
Dass to attend the wedding of his son. The Guru asked his sons, one by one, 
to go lo attend the marriage. When the elder two sons refused, he asked his 
youngest son Sri Arjan Dev. He agreed, without any hesitation, to go. When 
Sri Arjan Dev started for Lahore, the Guru said to him, "You should stay at 
Lahore untill 1 call you.” When a long time elapsed and no message was 
received, Sri Arjan Dev wrote three letters one after the other. His first two 
letters were taken from the Sikh who had brought those from Lahore, by His 
eldest brother, Prithi Chand and were kept by him. As ordered by Sri Arjan 
Dev, the Sikh coming from Lahore handed over the third letter to the Guru 
himself. On receiving the third letter, the Guru asked Prithi Chand about the 
first two letters but he denied having any knowledge about them. On search 
of Prithi Chand’s house, both the letters were found. The devotees sitting in 
the congregation saw that Prithi Chand was deceiving even the Guru, to obtain 
Gunship. 

The Guru sent five Sikhs alongwith Baba Budha to recall Sri Arjan Dev 
from Lahore and entrusted the responsibility of Guruship to him on the 28th 
August, 1581 A.D. Prithi Chand had bitler arguments with his father, Guru 
Ram Dass, on his entrusting Guruship to Sri Arjan Dev. The Guru explained 
to him patiently but it had no effect on him. Guru Ram Dass moved alongwith 
the whole family to Goindwal. Prithi Chand stayed at Amritsar. Guru Ram 
Dass merged into the Eternal light on the Ist September, 1581 A.D. 
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